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Diamond Jubilee Sega Championship (UK) - See advert on Page 15  

plus Olympic Mauritian Day Out - Streatham Common Sunday  22 July   
plus Miss Mauritius GB - Autumn  2012 

More details to follow 

No Joke, though ! 

Mauritius News is available every-
where in the world. The paper’s read-

ership is global and massive. 
Tell your relatives and friends, tell everyone everywhere, 
to visit <www.mauritiusnews.co.uk>, click on ‘Electronic 
MN’ on the Menu Bar at the top––for the current issue of 
MN. When they click further up on ‘Editions’ on the Upper 
Menu Bar, they can access previous editions.  

Mauritius News is the only Mauritian newspaper with this 
Page Turning feature. No paper even in Mauritius has this 
up-to-date facility. After all, MN was the first ever Mauritian 
paper to be available online. 

Advertisers, Remember that you can reach Mauritians 
around the world thro’ Mauritius News. We are THE paper 
for the Mauritian Diaspora. 

     Enne ti la gazette ça!  

Circulation: The Acid Test & Joke 
Conning some of the people  

all the time –– When any Tom, Dick, and Harry (we 

had an Harry once), tells you that they have a circulation of 10,000 
copies per issue, ask the Dicky to produce an ABC certificate. Any 
publication that has a circulation of 10K+ may have this circulation 
audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulation (ABC) and be issued 
with a certificate. If such a certificate cannot be produced then you 
know you are being fibbed.  

As for the worldwide circulation, tell the Tommy to sod off, that 
you are familiar with the joke––having heard it before. Even post-
age for a local despatch, they won’t be able to pay, let alone over-
seas. 

An explosion of joy and happiness An explosion of joy and happiness 

2 0 1 2  2 0 1 2  
A year pregnant with expectationsA year pregnant with expectations

Pics: P.C.

2012 is a year when the eyes of the 

world will turn to Britain for the 

Olympic Games. The games are by 

themselves an event of the highest 

importance in the world sporting cal-

endar, but for Britain––2012 will be 

remembered for years to come as the 

Year of The Olympics–– just as 1966 

is still remembered as The Year that 

Britain hosted the Football World 

Cup (and winning it too). 
 
How will British athletes fare on home 
ground, is on many peoples’ mind. Is it 
an occasion for these athletes to scoop 

more medals than usual! 
 
Another memorable British event to at-
tract world attention will inevitably be 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebra-
tions culminating on June 5.  In three 
years’ time she will equal Queen Vic-
toria as the longest reigning monarch in 
British history, and Head of the Com-
monwealth of Nations. There will be 
days of rejoicing at home during the 
Jubilee celebrations. 
 
Politically, further north of the border, 
Scotland will soon be starting its cam-

paign for independence by a referen-
dum. It will be the start of an event that 
could see the beginning of the Dis-
United Kingdom. Scotland has been 
granted Devolution. Devolution, a form 
of self-government, can only mean one 
thing in respect of the next political de-
velopment: the road to independence. 
(Mauritius will have to face a similar 
situation in due course with the Devol-
ution of Rodrigues Island. Don’t laugh 
it off. Mauritius, with a monocrop 
economy in the 1960s, an explosing 

See More on Page 4
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Advertising Disclaimer 
For advertising in Maur-

itius News, artwork should 
be in Tiff or Jpeg format 

on CD-Rom and forwarded 
to Mauritius News at above 
address with a proof copy 

of the advert itself. 
Mauritius News accepts no 
liability for mistakes in ad-

vertisements set by the 
paper at the request of  ad-
vertisers. A fee is charge-
able for artwork set by the 

paper. 
 

Mauritius News accepts no re-
sponsibility for contents and 
reliability of advertisements 

accepted at value by the paper. 
Consumer should themselves 
check the veracity and claims 

of an advertisement.* 
Please note that the copy 
deadline is the 10th of the 

month. No guarantee can be 
given for publication in re-
spect of advert/artwork re-
ceived after the deadline. 

 
For more information, please 
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or email editor@mauritius-
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A year ago, we could 
have described what had 

been a “challenging” 
twelve months in UK 
politics. And, if 2010 

were challenging, then 
2011 has been extraordi-

nary. Harold Macmil-
lan’s “events, dear boy, 

events” has never been a 
truer adage of the way 
politics can take unex-

pected turns.  
 
British Prime Minister David Cameron could surely not 
have expected an easy ride upon taking office as the 
Prime Minister of the first coalition government in over 
seventy years in May 2010. Convincing the electorate 
of the Conservatives’ deficit reduction strategy – and the 
consistent trashing of Labour’s record as big-spending, 
big-government and economically reckless - was the 
easy part. A generally acquiescent media helped Came-
ron and his party along the way, while the Liberal 
Democrats, as coalition partners, raised no significant 
objections to this line. But with no firm plan for growing 
the economy - austerity being the only dish on the menu 
– Cameron’s party has found that governing as if it were 
a single-party government with little opposition is not 
an option. Conflict would have to be engineered, dis-
tractions capitalised upon and personalities exploited if 
his party were to convince the electorate that despite 
being in coalition, it was still business as usual for the 
Tories. 
 

Murdoch 

 
As distractions go, no-one predicted quite how the 
Tories’ biggest friends in the media – Rupert Murdoch’s 
newspapers – would face such a spectacular crisis in the 
way that they did in July 2011 when news emerged that 
the mobile phone messages of Milly Dowler, a young 
girl who had been horrifically murdered in 2002, had 
been hacked into by News of the World journalists 
shortly after she disappeared. Within a week of these 
revelations – and many more - the paper was closed. 
Only a month or so before, the political establishment, 
including the Labour leader Ed Miliband, had cavorted 
quite happily in the company of Murdoch himself at 
News International’s summer party.  
All of a sudden, the political class was in crisis yet again, 
achieving a hat trick of scandal after cash for peerages 
and the MPs’ misuse of their expenses. Huge questions 
remain over Cameron’s personal judgement, both as 
Prime Minister and while in opposition over his hiring 
of former News of the World editor Andy Coulson as 
Communications Director, and it remains to be seen 
whether the resultant Leveson Inquiry into the ethics and 
practices of the media will draw out any hard lessons 
for politicians.  
 
Despite the embarrassment of his murky media connec-
tions, Cameron, like Tony Blair, has demonstrated his 

In retrospect 

A year in UK politics 

By Paul Prenctice

A Centernarian 
among UK Mauritians 

Mrs Marie Ilda Suzanne

Mrs Marie Ilda Suzanne (born Mélanie) 

will be 100 years old on February 25, 2012. 

Mrs Suzanne was born on February 25, 

1912 at St Pierre, Mauritius. 
Her late husband Joseph  was a well-known 

tailor at Quatre Bornes. They emigrated to the 
UK in 1973 with one daughter Mary and hus-
band Fabien. 

Mrs Suzanne has now16 grandchildren and 
over 25 great-grandchildren in Mauritius and 
in the UK. Too many to count, says someone 
in the family. She still has a very good mem-
ory and can lucidly remember events that took 

place ages ago in her life. Until three 
years ago she could still take to the floor 
to dance. 

The centenary lady enjoys the com-
pany of other compatriots with whom 
she likes talking about the good old days 
in Mauritius and here in London. 

In their younger days, both Joseph  
and Marie Ilda were active members of 
the Père Laval Benevolent Society 
(PLBS) in London. Now in her 100th 
year, Mrs Suzanne, in her religious fer-
vour, firmly believes that Père Laval 
will be with her all the time. 

Mrs Suzanne usually resides with 
Mary and Fabien, both members of the 
Père Laval Association UK, at 38 Har-
penden Road, West Norwood, London 
SE27 0AE where Her Majesty will send 
her a congratulatory message on her 
100th birthday. 

With every good wish from 

Henry Rex L’Espoir de Costa 

of East Dulwich.  

We are happy to welcome UK 
journalist Paul Prentice who will now 
contribute to this column every month. 

Paul Prentice is specialist in British 
politics with a special interest in EU af-
fairs as well. 

We take this opportunity to thank Brit-
ish journalist Andrew Tarrant, who 
until last month was the Regular con-

own Teflon-like quality. Nothing sticks. 
What's more, he has found it convenient 
to direct flak in the direction of the Lib-
eral Democrats. As leader of that party 
and Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg 
has never redeemed himself from the 
consequences of his party’s sudden u-
turn in government in introducing fees of 
up to £9,000 for some university courses. 
 A referendum on moving to the ‘Alter-
native Vote’ system for General Elections 
did not result in a Great Liberal Moment 
– with an overwhelming 67% of the vot-
ing electorate saying that actually, they 
didn’t agree with Nick. Any surge in en-
thusiasm for the Lib Dems during the 
2010 election campaign had vanished 
without a trace by mid-2011 as the party 
struggled to make the transition from 
party of protest to party of government - 
still very much the third party, stubbornly 
languishing at around 10% in the opinion 
polls despite the trappings of office.  
 

International 
 
Meanwhile, there were plenty of dis-
tractions on the international stage. 
With the disaster of Iraq was still deep 
in the political consciousness, a deci-
sion to take military action in Libya 
eventually paid off with the eventual 
demise of Colonel Gadaffi. Rather, it 
was Europe that once again presented 
itself as a pressure point for the Tories, 
exacerbated by crisis in the Eurozone 
and Tory backbenchers’ desire to score 
one over their coalition partners. The 
supposed ‘veto’ wielded by Cameron 
against a treaty designed to save the 
Euro (supposedly threatening the City’s 
financial interests) left the UK more 
politically isolated than it has been for 
years. And although large numbers of 
British people remain of the view that 

things like immigration, justice, de-
fence and employment rights should be 
decided by Britain alone, it remains to 
be seen however whether there is any 
appetite for the EU having a less of a 
role in areas such as the environment, 
foreign policy and trade rules.  
Asked about the UK’s continued mem-
bership of the EU in a referendum, one 
poll suggested that only 41% of voters 
wanted to stay in, with 41% wanting to 
leave – a sharp shift from recent polls 
indicating that up to 50% wanted to 
leave. Other countries went ahead with 
negotiations anyway, with a cost in per-
sonal and diplomatic relations, most 
graphically illustrated by President Sar-
kozy’s refusal to shake Cameron’s hand 
during a televised clip of the summit. 
There is no love lost between the two 
men. 
Whatever happens in UK politics in 
2012, it is less predictable than ever. 
While the coalition has remained 
stable, the condition of the UK econ-
omy does not show any great signs of 
improvement. Predicted growth has 
not materialised, youth unemploy-
ment is unacceptably high and the 
promise of many more vacancies in 
the private sector to replace those lost 
in the public sector failed to materi-
alise. The next year will mark the 
halfway point of this notional five-
year parliament – a point at which the 
Chancellor, George Osborne, may 
well have to adopt ‘Plan B’ for reviv-
ing the economy and creating jobs.  
Cynically, the government may 
choose to play the anti-EU card rather 
than admit defeat on the economy. 
But with the aftermath of the English 
riots still raw in voters’ minds, there 
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Titbits  from Maurit ius  
By Ahmad Macky 

CARCASSONNE 

REPORT ON 

ELECTORAL RE-

FORM 
 

Professor Guy Carcassonne and his 

two assessors submitted their recom-

mendation on the Electoral Reform to 

the Prime Minister in November. 
So far  the Prime Minister has not ex-

pressed his opinions on the report but has 
simply put it in a drawer for future dis-
cussions. On the other hand, the Leader 
of the Opposition, Paul Bérenger seems 
to be quite happy with most of the rec-
ommendations  made on the Electoral  
Reform by Professor Carcassonne.  

The only point Bérenger does not 
agree on the recommendations is the 
phasing out of the Best Loser System 
which Bérenger wants to maintain for 
the time being. Berenger has been the 
most proactive political leader once the 
Carcasonne report was released.  

In fact, Bérenger  officially went to 
meet Presidnt Sir Anerood Jugnauth to 
discuss the Carcassonne report once it 
was published. According to the recom-
mendations, the country will be divided 
into 12 constituencies and in each con-
stituency there will be between 4 to 7 
candidates depending on its size and 
area. The Prime Minister may nominate 
Ministers from among outsiders just like 
today he nominates the Attorney-Gen-
eral.  

These are one or two recommenda-
tions on the report of Professor Guy Car-
cassonne. 
 

  

DEMOCRACY 

INDEX 

 

Mauritius ranks 24th in the fourth 

edition of the Economist Intelligence 

Unit’s Democracy index.  

The index provides a snapshot of the 
state of democracy worldwide as of the 
beginning of December 2011 for 165 in-
dependent states and two territories. The 
first 25 countries are classified as full 
democracies. Mauritius is in the top 25. 
Our country comes just before Spain, 
which is at the 25th. Norway ranks 1st., 
Iceland is 2nd, Denmark 3rd, Sweden 
4th and New Zealand 5th. UK is at the 
18th place and the USA at 19th. 
 

E-JUDICIARY 

SYSTEM IN 2012 

 

The E-Judiciary system which will 

connect more than 700 legal profes-

sionals will be officially launched this 

year. 

This project is set to revolutionise 
judicial administration in Mauritius, 
benefiting judges, magistrates, solicitors, 
barristers, court officers and other ad-
ministrative ranks. It will reduce physi-
cal movement to and from courts.  

A Singaporean firm namely Crimson 

Logic has been commissioned by the 
government to install this online system 

in Mauritius. In that context, legal pro-
fessionals participated in a workshop 
conducted by Crimson Logic at the Bar 
Council on Tuesday 20th December, 
2011. 

The new system will help speed up 
court proceedings. 
 

IN A BID TO 

FIGHT DIABETES 

 

The Asociation for the Promotion of 

Health is organizing a fund-raising at 

national level up to 24 January 2012.  

The fund collected will be used to fi-
nance programmes fighting Type 2 dia-
betes, a non-communicable disease 
which affects 125,000 Mauritians. “If 
nothing is done, diabetes will become 
one of the biggest health catastrophes in 
the country in a few years’ time. Around 
125,000 people are affected by diabetes, 
that is, one out of four Mauritians. 
 

LEADER OF THE 

OPPOSITION 

MEETS THE 

PRESIDENT OF 

THE REPUBLIC 

AGAIN 

 

A new meeting between the President 

of the Republic, Sie Anerood Jug-

nauth (SAJ) and the Leader of the Op-

position, Paul Bérenger took place in 

le Reduit on Thursday the 22nd De-

cember 2011.  

The meeting lasted for half an hour 
and according to Bérenger, they dis-
cussed Profesor Guy Carcasonne’s re-
port.  

Since September 20, SAJ and Bé-
renger have had several meetings to dis-
cuss on different issues. On the other 
hand during a press conference held by 
the Labour Party and the PMSD, Patrick 
Assirvaden, President of the Labour 
Party, stated that Bérenger’s preference 
for a 2000 MMM-MSM remake instead 
of a 2005 remake is an insult to the ac-
tual MSM leader, Pravin Jugnauth. The 
2000 platform involved Jugnauth senior 
with Bérenger whereas the 2005 plat-
form involved Junauth, The Younger, 
with Bérenger. 

MSM APPROVES A 2000 REMAKE 

WITH SAJ 

The politburo of the MSM has studied 

all the aspects of a 2000 remake and 

says it is in favour of having a coalition 

with MMM to save the country. This 

was confirmed by Pravind Jugnauth 

(The Younger), Leader of the MSM, 

who pointed that this remake will not 

jeopardize his leadership and that he 

remains the leader of the MSM. 
 

  

VEHICLES’ 

SMOKE TEST 

 

Police in collaboration with the Min-

istry of Environment have  launched a 

project on Monday the 19th De-

cember, 2011 to use new smoke meters 

to assess the density of fumes that 

comes from vehicles exhaust pipes.  

The devices are intended to better con-
trol the fumes emitted by vehicles and 
action will be taken against polluting ve-
hicles. Vehicles emitting more smoke 
than the prescribed amount will be fined. 
These smoke meters arrived in Mauritius 
over a month ago. However, these de-
vices have not been used until recently 
due to lack of police training. To this ef-
fect several officers were sent abroad to 
obtain appropriate training. These of-
ficers, in turn, trained other police of-
ficers on the use of these devices. 

 

POLICE PROMO-

TION 

 

The Mauritius Police appointed at the 

end of December 13 new Assistant  

Commissioners of Police (ACP) and 

38 Superintendents of Police (SP).  

December, 2011 in the presence of the 
Commissioner of Police (CP).  Various  
senior members of the police, including 
Deputy Commissioner of Police, the Di-
rector General of the National Security 
Service, Dev Jokhoo and the Chief Po-
lice Medical Officer, Dr Sudesh Kumar 
Gungadin attended the ceremony. On 
this occasion, Dr Prem Shaman was con-
firmed as a Police Medical Officer. 
 

  

NEW OMBUD-

SPERSON NOMI-

NATED  

 

The contract of Shirin Aumeeruddy-

Cziffra, Ombudsperson for Children, 

expired in December. From December 

9, 2011, former woman judge Mrs 

Vidya Narainen was appointed as the  

new Ombudsperson for Children.  

Mrs Cziffra, the first person to oc-

cupy this position since the creation of 

this office, completed two terms. Ac-

cording to law, the same person can-

not do a third term. 
 

TOURIST AT-

TACKED 

 

A 35-yr-old British tourist was re-

cently attacked with an iron pipe by a 

“skipper” at Flic-en-Flac.  

He received a blow on the head and a 
fractured tibia. The victim was on a trip 
to the islet of  ile-aux-Bénitiers together 
with three friends. The victim was res-
cued by a friend and taken to a clinic. 
Police arrested the skipper who was 
charged with grievous bodily harm. He 
was released on bail 
 

RODRIGUES CEL-

EBRATES CIVIL 

AVIATION DAY 
 

The International Civil Aviation Day 

2011 was globally celebrated on Wed-

nesday 7th December, 2011 at Ro-

drigues. This year’s theme was “Assistance and Cooper-

ation for a Sustainable Air Transport.” The day is ob-

served to mark the creation of the International Civil 

Aviation Organization (ICAO). This year, the department 

of Civil Aviation celebrated the event in Rodrigues in the 

presence of Fisheries Minister Louis Joseph Von-Mally 

and the Chief Commissioner of Rodrigues, Mr Gaetan Ja-

beemisar 

 

RESCUER ASSAULTED 

 

Joomuck Yadav, an 18 years old man residing at Roches 

Noires was arrested by police in December.  

The young man is suspected of assaulting and robbing 
another person on the public beach at Roches Noires last 
month.  
On that day, Yadav was on the beach together with some 
friends and a girl whom he was pulling by the arm. An elderly 
man, who was watching them, thought that they were mis-
behaving with the girl and wanted to drag her somewhere 
against her will.  

As a good Samaritan, he asked the boys to leave the girl. 
Yadav Joomuck and his group started to hit him. They took 
advantage of the brawl and stole his mobile phone and a sum 
of Rs 450. found on him. The man later reported this matter 
to the police. 
 

 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 

RISES 

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) stood at 130.4 points in No-

vember 2011. It was 128.4 points last October.  

On the UK economic front, as well, there will be 
quite a bit of expectations: The Eurozone is in 
disarray and practically crumbling, how will Brit-
ain fare? How will the British David stand up to 
the EU Goliath, having said NIET to the Euro-
peans in the style of a De Gaulle and The Iron 
Lady? 

Here in London, we will witness the return match 
between Ken Livingstone and Boris Johnson for 
the office of Chief Executive of London as the 
Mayor to occupy City Hall. Will Ken unseat 
Boris? It’s a contest that will engender lots of ex-
citement and passion.  

On the International front, the world may see a 
new President of the US. A believer of the Charis-
matic faith told me recently that, according to 
biblical predictions, the next US President would 
be a woman. Something worth waiting for! 

Next to door to Britain, France is only 4 months 
away from its Presidential election. As with 
Obama, the natives have become disillusioned 
with Sarko. Socialist Party candidate François 
Holland is a serious contender. 

For those using the Western World calendar, an 
extra day will they have this leap year. And ac-
cording to the Chinese New Year that starts on Ja-
nuary 23, 2012 will be The Year of The Dragon. 
The Dragon is symbol of power and strength. So 
it should be a good year, all in all. 
 

Welcoming 2012  

(From Page One)

Year of 

the 



5January 2012 M a u r i t i u s  N e w s  D i g e s t

ABM Solicitors & 

Advocates 

Principal: Mrs Anjoo Bina Mootoocarpen 
Maistry LL.B Hons, Dip. Advocacy  

Specialist in all Immigration Law-Visitors refusal appeal, 

Bail Application, Airport Representation,  

Submitting fresh application, student visa & extension,  

Entry Clearance, appeal to Tribunal and Higher Court 

* Employment Law – No Win No Fee 
* Family Law – Divorce/Custody /Financial Proceeding 

* Conveyancing from £299 only 

* Commercial Leasing/Nursing Home from £700 

* Wills & Probate * * Civil litigation   

* Housing – Landlord & Tenant 

* Claims against insurers * Debt Recovery * * Road Traffic       

Offences Injunction against CSCi to prevent home 

closure/loss of registration. 

 
Mrs Maistry has the higher right of audience in all courts, Su-
preme Court, Court of Appeal, House of Lords and European 

Court of Justice.61 Station Road 

Hayes 

Middlesex, UB3 4BE 

Tel: 0208 848 8600 

Fax: 0208 848 8700 

192-194 Field End Road 

Eastcote 

Middlesex, HA5 1RQ 

Tel: 208 429 0216 

Fax: 0208 660 0532 

Phone Mauritius for only 9p/min 
visit www.fone2.com 

 Making voting more friendly for 
differently-able 

Ramps will be set up in a special room on the ground floor of each 
polling station and booths provided to the height of wheel-chairs to 
facilitate access for voting in elections.  

It is expected that in the forthcoming elections in Mauritius, dif-
ferently-able people will be able to vote in better conditions and 
without undue haste. The new measures were tested in Rodrigues 
recently during the last bye-elections of the Regional Assembly and 

International culinary contest be-
ginning of March

‘Mets Plaisir’ magazine with several other partners is organizing a 
culinary contest on March 1 and 2 for students of culinary schools 
in the Indian Ocean.   

This premiere will welcome contestants from Indian Ocean coun-
tries, namely Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar, Mayotte, South 
Africa and Réunion island. The winning team will receive the ‘Meil-
leurs jeunes talents de l’Océan Indien’ trophy and a training for two 
persons in a prestigious hotel of Mauritius or Réunion island.  

The first and second runner ups will receive the ‘Prix excellence 
jeunes espoirs de l’Océan Indien’ and the ‘Honneur jeunes espoirs 
de l’Océan Indien’ trophies respectively. Aside from this they will 

More development for Shell in 

After the transfer of 75 per cent of its shares to Vivo Energy Mau-
ritius, its new corporate brand, Shell is on the path for further de-
velopment involving, among others, the signing on agreement with 
one big customer in the marine sector, upgrading of pipelines on the 
quays and extension where necessary.  

The company also plans to improve storage capacity on Marine 
Gas Oil. Specifically to the aviation sector, Shell will use the Vitol 
Aviation strength to gain new customers, with provision for six big 
tenders this year. It is to be noted that the new barge Shell has ac-
quired for ferrying petrol, Tri Star Glory will take over services of 

Rs 4 billion RES project targets 
Asian customers

A new residential project, Alamanda Garden, will bring major de-
velopments in the north of the island, particularly at Pointe-aux-Pi-
ments, and generate some 1,000 jobs in the area.  

The stakeholders of this Rs 4 billion project will target new cus-
tomers in China, India and Russia.  The construction work is ex-
pected to be completed in two years time. Covering an area of 48 
arpents, the project will consist of 171 villas, 179 apartments and 
duplexes as well as sport and leisure facilities.  

The villas, of different styles, will be eco-friendly, being given 
the introduction of low-energy use building concept with stronger 
roofs, solar panels and rainwater harvesting systems. The project is 

 10th edition of PBD held in Jai-

pur (7-9 January) 
The 10th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) in honour of Indian diapora 
will be held this month, from 7 to 9,  in Jaipur, Rajasthan. The Chief 
Guest of PBD 2012 will be the Prime Minister of Trinidad and To-
bago, Kamla Persad Bissessar. The theme chosen for this edition is 
“Global Indian – Inclusive Growth”.  

The Prime Minister Dr Manhoman Singh will inaugurate this an-
nual flagship event on January 8, and the President Pratibha Devis-
ingh Patil will deliver the valedictory address on January 9 and 
confer the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards. More than 1500 del-
egates (among which some one hundred Mauritians) are expected  
to attend the event.  

The event would be webcast online and summary of proceedings 
put out each day. The interactive website would provide an oppor-
tunity for the Diaspora to participate in the conference from any cor-
ner of the world.  The PBD website is www.pbdindia.org 

Indian operator Bharat Tele-

com Ltd offers FTTH service 

The Optic Fibre to The Home project, also known as the FTTH, 

will get an effective start on January 27 with the arrival of a new 

internet service provider, Bharat Telecom Ltd.   

The FTTH project will generate several advantages such enhanc-
ing of connectivity on the island, making ICT one of the most im-
portant pillars of the economy, further reduction of Internet tariffs. 
As a matter of fact, Bharat Telecom will offer various packages start-
ing from some Rs 300 monthly at very high speed. The Indian con-

BUAV campaigns against cruel 

The British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection (BUAV) has 
launched an advertising campaign for Mauritius calling on residents 
and holiday-makers to help save monkeys from a cruel fate.   

It is notable that Mauritius is the second world’s largest supplier 
of primates for research. The island exports up to 10,000 animals 
each year.    

The BUAV is urging citizens and holidaymakers to contact the 
Prime Minister of Mauritius, the Mauritius Tourism Promotion Au-
thority and Mauritian Embassy in their own country to call for an 
end to this cruel trade. The display of the adverts in Mauritius has 

The government has made plans in the budget 2012 to promote the 
manufacture of medical device.  

The medical device industry has been identified as the fastest 
growing industry with a global market estimated at over USD 220 
billion and has also been classified as one of the promising sector 
where success is ensured.   

It is estimated that if the sector is further exploited with the ap-
propriate supportive measures, it would open new opportunities 

Promoting local medical devices 
industry

International conference on In-

dian Ocean ports and cities
Mauritius will host an international conference for cities and 

ports of the Indian Ocean on April 12 and 13.  

Several countries including Réunion Island, Seychelles, Mada-
gascar, Comoro and others that are part of the Indian Ocean will par-
ticipate in the conference. The conference will discuss issues related 
to climate change, international trade and shipping routes.  

A study on the environmental practices of ports and cities will be 
discussed. A consultative meeting with representatives of the Mu-
nicipal Council of Port Louis, Mauritius Ports Authority and Obser-
vatoire Villes et Ports Océan Indien was held in December last in 

VIP Express completely opera-

VIP Express supermarket, officially opened in December at VIP 

Commercial Village in Goodlands amid dragon dancing and 

firecrackers, is in its second phase of development.  
The complex houses many shops and consists of 140 business out-

lets, providing facilities to SMEs to expose their products. The sec-
ond phase of the commercial complex will be completed by next New pre-voc educational pro-

A new pre-vocational educational programme will be imple-

mented in the country as from this month. It goes in line with 

the Education and Human Resources Strategy Plan 2008-2020. 

The programme aims to tackle the systemic and process-related 

weakness, which has been recorded in prevocational training. 

Earlier in the budget speech 2012, it was announced that a 

fourth year of schooling will be added to the pre-vocational edu-

cation sector in order to achieve better results.  
Through the new strategy emphasis would be laid on soft and so-

cial skills and work-based experience and new Bridging-the-Gap 
programme based on practical activities would also be introduced. 
It will be based on practical activities aimed to help children regain 
their self-esteem and develop self-confidence. A certificate will be 
delivered to those students who have successfully completed the 

Elections in Rodrigues latest by 

With the Rodrigues Regional Assembly dissolved on December 

16 last, elections in the island will take place latest by March 14.  
The caretaker government which is now running the affairs of the 

regional government, is not allowed to stay in power beyond March 
16. The caretaker government will look at the day to day activities, 
but is not allowed to undertake major projects or key decisions that 

Extension classes from Janu-

Extension classes in Practical Biology, Chemistry and Physics in 

state secondary schools will be run from this month up to May.  
They are open to GCE A level students who have passed the Cam-

bridge School Certificate or its equivalent in the appropriate science 
subject and who are not attending a secondary school. The ministry 
also considers application from students who are still attending a 
secondary school but who wish to sit for GCE A level in an ad-
ditional science subject, which they are currently not studying.

Second phase of crime tracking 

The second phase of the crime occurrence tracking system at the 

Mauritius Police Force is on and will be operational in February.  

This phase allows for the integration of stakeholders such as the 
National Transport Authority, the director of public prosecutions and 
the Forensic Science Laboratory.  

Phase I of the project which aims to monitor crime occurrences in 
the country, started on November 30 at Pointe aux Sables and Coro-
mandel police stations. 
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Kensington 

Travel 
Pilgrimages 

* Lourdes - 5days from £279.50 

* Fatima 5 Days  from £499  

* Medjugorge from £499 

* Holy Land 8 Days from £979  

* Rome & Assisi from £629 

 
Discount available on group 

bookings 

www.kensingtontravel.com 

0845 602 7716 

La Journée Internationale des 
créoles est célébrée depuis 1983 
dans de nombreux pays de la Ca-
raïbe, de l’Océan Indien et dans 
les lieux d’émigration des 
peuples créolophones. 
 
A l’occasion de cette nouvelle 
édition 2011 (les 28, 29 et 30 Oc-
tobre 2011) et de la célébration 
des Outre-Mer, le Collectif pour 
le Créole au bac dans l’Hexagone 
(CCBH) et la Mairie du 11ème 
arrondissement à Paris, ont pro-
posé un panorama de la diversité 
des langues et cultures créoles de 
Guadeloupe, Guyane, Marti-
nique, Réunion et Haïti. (N de la 

R: pas de Mauricie ??) 

 
On rappellera qu’en 2011, 

grâce à l’action du CCBH, 

pour la première fois dans 

l’Hexagone près de 500 lycéens 

des Académies de Créteil, 

Paris, Versailles, ont pu pré-

senter les épreuves facultatives 

des créoles guadeloupéen et 

martiniquais au baccalauréat.                 
 

JOUNE KREYOL IN-

TERNASYONNAL 

Cet événement, qui s'étalait en 
fait sur trois jours du Vendredi 28 
au Dimanche 30 Octobre, a dé-
buté par le vernissage de l'ex-
position à la MJC Mercoeur 
(Maison des Jeunes et de la Cul-
ture) à Paris 11ème. 

L'exposition abordait, en par-
ticulier une évolution des écrits 
en créole, des graphies dès le 
18ème siècle, montrant en fait les 

lettres les plus utilisées de l'al-
phabet antillais. Tony Mango, en-
seignant au Lycée Léon Blum : 
«il faut sortir des discours 
stéréotypés que les créoles sont 
des langues orales et non écrites. 
Pour cela nous avons mis en 
place une exposition sur l'évol-
ution des écrits et des graphies 
créoles dans le but de dire que les 
créoles s'écrivent depuis très 
longtemps (1750, milieu du 
18ème siècle). Les premières 
traces étaient des écrits d'abord 
religieux, «La Passion selon St 
Jean» et donc les missionnaires 
utilisaient la langue créole pour 
évangéliser, transmettre la foi. 
Ensuite il existe des traces en 
politique, Napoléon a signé des 
textes en créole. Car la langue est 
un outil de communication. Elle 
était le lien entre les maîtres et les 
esclaves. 

Il existait des textes d'écri-
vains, poètes, par exemple la 
chanson «Lisette quittait la 
plaine», et des écrits par des 
Blancs créoles. 

Des romans (Guyane) égale-
ment au 19ème siècle et la fable 
aussi ont été adaptés. La dif-
ficulté c'est en première partie, la 
graphie propre, individuelle, sans 
règle collective. Certains mots 
sont proches du français, d'autres 
plus du créole. Le créole en Haïti 
a servi de base à d'autres 
graphies. Dès 1975 le Gerec 
(Groupe d' étude et de recherche 
en Espace Créolophone) a fait 
adopter une graphie approuvée à 
l'unanimité en 2001 (Gerec-F 
pour Francophone). 

A l'île de La Réunion, il existe 
4 graphies, c'est un peu com-
pliqué. L'idée est de basculer 
dans une graphie différente de 
l'étymologie des mots en fran-
çais, alors que la graphie du 
Gerec est basée sur la phonolo-
gie, on écrit des sons». 

A l'exposition les créolistes 
aussi étaient présentés en tableau: 
Jean Bernabé, Hector Poullet, 
Dany Bébèl-Gisler, Daniel Bouk-
man, André Pierre-Louis, Sonny 
Rupaire, Thérèse Léotin, Syl-
viane Telchid, auteurs, écrivains 
et des écrits choisis traitant des 
revendications jusqu'à l'enseigne-
ment du créole à l'école et la cré-
ation du Gerec en 1975. 

Dans cette exposition on a pu 
voir aussi des ouvrages, gram-
maires comparées, dictionnaires. 
Une « graphie créole, Guide du 
Capes créole », des guides de 
conversation. « Le genèse des 
créoles de l'Océan Indien» par 
Robert Chaudenson. 

Dans la Salle Olympe de 
Gouge, le public était varié, fam-
ille, enfants, amis, plus d'une 
centaine de personnes. Après les 
allocutions de bienvenue du 
Président Jean-Pierre Chaville, 
du professeur Tony Mango et de 
Sonia Adele, membre du « Col-
lectif pour le Créole au Bac dans 
l'Hexagone » (CCBH), le débat 
était lancé : 

Les langues et cultures créoles 
sont-elles menacées dans l'Hexa-
gone? On devisait autour de 
l'évolution du créole surtout en 
France métropolitaine et en 
Outre-Mer. Xavier North délégué 

général à la langue française et 
aux langues de France a fait un 
développement sur les langues en 
général en France hexagonale.  

Un Réunionnais a parlé de 
«préjugés, de patois, de langue 
cafre à La Réunion, le nègre es-
clave et son mauvais parler ». 
Quelle situation après les trois 
premières années d'enseigne-
ment an lycée? Le CCBH a fait 
le point. Il existe deux écoles : les 
Lycées Léon Blum à Créteil et 
Paul Eluard à Saint-Denis qui 
font la formation pour le créole. 
Le créole a été accepté en option 
facultative pour l'instant seule-
ment pour le créole martiniquais 
et guadeloupéen. La demande 
devient assez forte. Il y a un cer-
tain engouement des jeunes pour 
apprendre cette langue. 

Le public a fait des commen-
taires et proposé des sujets de ré-
flexion sur les lieux de vie, 
espaces et outils de promotion 
des créoles. 

Environ la moitié des per-
sonnes assistant au débat étaient 
restées pour la dictée en créole 
afin de découvrir la graphie et la 
sonorité des créoles guadelou-
péen, guyanais, martiniquais, et 
réunionnais. Car on a dicté dans 
tous les créoles, l'un après 
l'autre. Les « élèves » choisissant 
d'écrire tous ou leur propre 
créole sous la direction du pro-
fesseur Tony Mango qui donnait 
la correction au tableau, chacun 
vérifiant ses fautes. 

Une troisième partie, artistique 
avec les invités d'honneur, finis-
sait la soirée. Franck Compper 
plongeait la salle dans l'univers 
des plus beaux contes guyanais. 
Le Réunionnais David Sicard 
donnait un récital de ses princi-
paux succès et enflammait le 

public au son du maloya, l'âme 
de la musique réunionnaise. 

La journée se prolongea avec 
un week-end d'ateliers divers, le 
lendemain Samedi, l'atelier d'al-

phabétisation, invitait à l'écri-
ture du kréol et à la lecture, étape 
importante qui permet de mieux 
pénétrer les richesses des langues 
créoles. Il était dirigé par Tony 
Mango: «l'atelier d'aujourd'hui 
vise un objectif, celui de dé-
marrer un processus d'alphabé-
tisation de masse des 
communautés en hexagone 
(Paris) sur 5 ans.  

Les groupes sont venus ici 
pour une mise en bouche, pour 
donner envie: maîtriser la 
graphie pour une meilleure lec-
ture, acheter ensuite des livres, et 
enfin parler la langue. Car par le 
biais de la famille, la trans-
mission est verticale et l'appren-
tissage associatif c'est une autre 
forme, discuter sur ce qui nous 
lie. Une graphie commune avec 
différentes prononciations pour 
la Martinique et la Guadeloupe 
et plus tard la Guyane et La Ré-
union. 

Cet atelier, c'est une façon 
très conviviale de fouiller notre 
langue, une fierté, un plaisir» dit 
le professeur. 

L'atelier de conversation 
animé par Souria Adele (notre 
cliché) avait pour but d'aider 
aussi les adultes qui comprennent 
mais ne parlent pas, à les mettre 
en confiance et libérer la parole. 
Une invitation a échanger en créole 
sans modération. 

L'atelier des contes avait lieu 
en compagnie des truculents con-
teurs comme le Martiniquais Igo 
Drane, le Guyanais Franck 
Compper ou le Réunionnais Patrice 
Guezello, et on s'est laissé guider 

La langue des îles françaises à l’honneur 

Journée Internationale des Créoles 

Editor’s Note:  
The information about the Creole 
Day event in France was sent to 

us by the French organisers which 
we in turn sent to our correspon-

dents there. 
The authorities in the UK had the 
information about the Creole Day 

celebration in London but they 
kept it to themselves and their own 
friends. Yet they are supposed  to 
promote the Mauritian folk cul-

ture in this country.  
We gave the event a good cover 

par les yékrik, aboubou, misyék-
rik, kriké, kraké et on a même 
réussi à construire ensemble un 
nouveau conte créole. 

On a pu assister dans l'atelier 

de danses, à l'initiation des différ-
ents Bèlè de la Martinique, 
Gwoka de la Guadeloupe, Kaséko 
de la Guyane. Les jeunes et moins 
jeunes choisissaient leur danse, ici 
la Djoumpa haïtienne (notre 
cliché). 

La scène ouverte était le mo-
ment de déclamation de chants, 
textes, contes et poésies en créole. 
Si bien qu'à la fin de la journée on 
était imprégné de créole au point 
de la parler librement. 

Au cours de cette Jouné Kréyol 

Mauritian national Ivan Antilika with the Matinique ladies  
at the last month Creole Day in London
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As a political autobiography, Dr Jayen Cutta-

ree, through vivid anecdotes told in his own 

personal voice,  
 
Dr. Cuttaree lifts the veil on intimate details 
never revealed before about historical figures 
with whom he has interacted closely: Sir See-
woosagur Ramgoolam, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, 
Paul Bérenger, Dr. Navinchandra Ramgoolam, 
and other well-known protagonists whom we en-
counter from behind the scenes. 
 
As the author records some of the most decisive 
moments in the history of Mauritius, we live 
anew the unprecedented victory of the MMM in 
1982, the agonizing break-up in 1983, the or-
chestration of political attacks and the crafting of 
coalitions, all pitted against a political backdrop 
of scheming politics, personality conflicts and 
betrayals. 
 
In 2003, the long-awaited accession of historical 
leader Paul Bérenger to the post of Prime Min-
ister coincides with the apex of Jayen Cuttaree's 
stellar career, culminating in a high-profile inter-
national role that followed his appointment as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade. 
 
Behind the Purple Curtain takes the reader 
through, nearly 400 pages of writings and photos, 
a journey covering the last forty years of the 
political history of Mauritius. 
About the author 
Dr. Jayen Cuttaree holds a BSc in Forestry from 
the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, an MSc 

and a PhD in Plant Ecology from the University 
of Upsala, Sweden and a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Development Studies from the University of 
Cambridge, UK. He is also a qualified barrister 
from Lincoln's Inn, London. 

B. Burrun  
 

 
Behind the Purple Curtain – A Political Autobiography  

by Dr Jayen Cuttaree  

As an autobiography, the recently launched Behind the Purple Curtain of Dr Jayen Cut-
taree, one of the country's most illustrious political leaders, revisits his rise from an un-

pretentious background to a brilliant academic and political career. Nothing is 
forgotten, the poverty and strong family values that forged his character; the academic 
successes that opened doors to an unexpected future and the many upheavals in his life 

“Behind the Purple Curtain –  

A Political Autobiography” is a 
product of Editions Le Printemps  

is on sale at Rs 450. E-mail: elp.edi-
torial@intnet.mu 

Book Cover picture: From left to right: Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth, Paul Bérenger, Jayen 

Cuttaree and  

Navin Ramgoolam

Bientôt disponible le livre 
“Ravenel Intendant de Suffren 
aux Indes”, signé Daniel Lesguil-
lier, ce dernier ressuscite une fig-
ure glorieuse mais méconnue de 
l’histoire de la Marine française 
de l’ère coloniale. Il s’agit de 
Gaud Louis de Ravenel qui après 
les campagnes des Indes auprès 
de Suffren, est revenu à l’Isle de 
France (aujourd’hui Maurice) 
comme capitaine du port. Il y res-
tera 38 ans. En 1997, la Marine 
française et les autorités maur-
iciennes lui ont rendu les hon-
neurs au lieu de sa sépulture au 
cimetière de Saint Julien à Flacq. 
Sa tombe est devenue monument 
historique. 

Le livre, riche de 180 pages 
nourries de reproductions en cou-
leur des tableaux, cartes et pièces 
d’archives, présente, avec une ri-
gueur historique, la vie passion-
nante d’une famille de marins 
granvillais. En effet, l’ouvrage de 
Daniel Lesguillier remonte l’as-
cendance de Gaud Louis de 
Ravenel (1747-1824) et consacre 
une bonne trentaine de pages au 
père, Siméon Ravenel (1724-
1771), à qui le premier nommé 
doit son surnom de “L’incorrupt-
ible” dans la Marine. Cette note 
dans l’introduction historique du 
livre résume bien ce que Gaud 
Louis doit à son père: “A partir 
de 1764, Siméon formera son fils 
aîné Gaud Louis sur ses navires 
morutiers en le mettant à 
l’épreuve des éléments de 
l’océan Atlantique. Mais surtout 
il lui forgera une éthique de prob-

ité et d’honneur que son fils con-
servera tout au long de sa vie.” 

De l’océan Atlantique Gaud 
Louis de Ravenel écumera en-
suite, à la faveur de la campagne 
de Suffren aux Indes, l’Océan In-
dien. De ce fait, ce livre, où la vie 
et l’œuvre de ce marin granvillais 
se taillent la part du lion, traite 
forcément de l’histoire sur un 
siècle, de l’Atlantique et de 
l’Océan Indien. 

La carrière glorieuse de Gaud 
Louis de Ravenel 

Si le père, Siméon Ravenel, capi-
taine et armateur à la pêche mo-
rutière, corsaire, devient dans la 
Marine, capitaine de brûlot, le 
plus haut grade des officiers ro-
turiers plus connus comme les 
officiers bleus, le fils, Gaud 
Louis de Ravenel y connaîtra une 
carrière remarquable en tant 
qu’officier chargé de l’inten-
dance où il s’illustre plus particu-
lièrement sous les ordres de 
Suffren dans la glorieuse cam-
pagne des Indes de 1781 à 1783 
en tant que négociateur avisé. 
Blessé sur le Héros, navire amiral 
de Suffren lors des combats où il 
commande la seconde batterie, il 
recevra la Croix de Saint Louis et 
Suffren dira de lui: “Si j’ai des 
succès dans l’Inde, c’est grâce à 
Ravenel”. 

A Versailles, après présenta-
tion du bilan de l’escadre, tache 
qui lui prendra 3 années, Ravenel 
sera reçu par Louis XVI qui 
l’anoblira. Nommé capitaine de 
vaisseau, il retourne à l’Ile de 
France et s’installe au Port-

Louis, base navale et “nid de cor-
saires” en pleine guerre avec 
l’Angleterre. Il participe à la vie 
militaire, puis politique et écon-
omique de l’île jusqu’en 1810. 
Après la capitulation, il réside sur 
l’île où il est inhumé en 1824 au 
cimetière Saint Julien, quartier de 
Flacq.  

Entretemps sa fille Sophie a 
épousé en 1805 le général de 
division Lubin Vandermaesen. 
Ce dernier dirigera, aux côtés du 
Gouverneur Général  Decaen, les 
dernières vaines tentatives de re-
pousser les Anglais en décembre 
1810. Vandermaesen sera tué 
trois ans après au combat en Es-
pagne. Son nom figure, avec les 
659 “braves” sur l’Arc de 
Triomphe de l’Etoile à Paris. 

Il faut saluer Michèle et Daniel 
Lesguillier pour les recherches 
effectuées en France et à l’île 
Maurice, ce qui leur  a permis de 
mettre en lumière la très riche 
carrière de Siméon et de Gaud 

Ravenel Intendant de Suffren aux Indes  
de Daniel Lesguillier

Siméon Ravenel
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         £1.00 = 1.20 Euros 

           1.00 Euro = Rs 40.45  
            1.00 US $ = Rs 31.90 

       £1.00  = Rs 48.65

*Figures correct at the time of going to press

Exchange 

Rates

COURSES TO BOOST  
YOUR  CAREER 

LONDON SCHOOL OF LAW 
are now enrolling for 2010 

* LLB – Bachelor of Laws – (F/T) 
* BSc Law with Management – (F/T) 

* ILEX (Legal Executive) Professional  
* Diploma in Law 
* Level 3 - (P/T) 

* Paralegal - (P/T) 
 

Certificate, Diploma & Advanced Diploma  
* Business Management – (F/T) 

* Travel, Tourism & Hospitality (F/T) 
* Business Information Systems (F/T) 

* Access to Nursing in Health & Social Care  
            (NVQ Levels 2,3 & 4) – (F/T) 

 
For further details please contact:  

London School of Law,  

5 Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 7XW  Tel 
No: 020 7620 2199 

A thought for the month 
English Saying 

All that glitters is not gold. 
Proverbe Français 

Il ne faut juger un oiseau par son plumage. 
Dicton créole 

Pas juge zozo par so plime. 
P.C. 

      

These results have been obtained from the National Lottery, Mauritius News ac-
cepts no liability for any misprints or discrepancies in the results published in this 

National Lottery Results October 2010

Chris Seeromben & Co  
Chartered Certified Accountants 

&  
 

Registered Auditors 
  Tel:  0796 185 0842   

E-mail:  
chrisseeromben@yahoo.com

London School of LawLondon School of Law 

Business Administration, 
Law &       Management

04 Oct  14-17-22-24-38-43  21 
07 Oct   13-16-22-25-31-39    7 
11 Oct 04-21-25-27-31-34           45 
14 Oct      05-13-17-31-42-46                 4 18 
Oct 2-13-16-24-25-40   18 
21 Oct 08-15-19-26-33-36     1 
25 Oct 05-10-12-17-28-30     47 
28 Oct         03-17-32-35-43-49                    27 

Lotto Draws: Twice weekly

Albert Square 

Mauritius News among Brit-

On October 17, Mauritius News had the privilege to rub shoulders with some of Britain’s 
top stars of Albert Square (EastEnders) at the Knights Templar in Chancery Lane, London 
West End. Were there, as pictured above, from Left to Right: Rudolph Walker, John Alt-
man, June Brown, and Derek Martin.  

It was an event organised by the Charities Guild to raise funds for Noah’s Ark and the 
Little Haven Children’s Hospice. The evening started with a typical English meal char-
acteristic of the London’s East  End such as Fish and Chips, Bangers and Mash etc. 
The meal was followed by a Questions and Answers session. 

A photo shoot took place afterwards for those who wanted to be in the picture 

Branding Mauritius among non-Mauritians

The best way to deal with the paparazzi is to shoot when they shoot, John Altman 
seems to have found out. Everyone should carry a camera and spoil their shots. Re-

member where you read this advice first!

Questions & Answers  
John Altman talks to guest

For her facebook 

Dianne with John Altman

The stars deliberating if the chap on the 
left in the picture could be cast as an extra 
for the soap. Not a chance if they know he 
has no manners. 
 (See Page 3)

Branding Mauritius …and the paper, too! 
Marie and Dianne presenting MN  

Dianne proudly pointing out Maur-
itius to Rudolph Walker for his next 
holidays. “Everyone of you is an 
ambassador for Mauritius,” once the 
late PM Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoo-
lam told UK Mauritians. The 
younger generation is keeping up 

The Rum Experience 

  The UK Rum Festival 

Mauritius rums were present at 
the Rums Festival that took 
place on October 16 & 17 at 
Olympia in Kensington, West 
London. 

Rums from various Maur-
itian distilleries were brought 
together at the international 
festival on one stand organised 
by Yogen Bacha,UK represen-
tatives for the the Rums of 
Mauritius.  

The festival is now in its 
third year. UK Rum Ambassa-
dor says “It’s amazing how the 
idea to throw a small rum psrty 
for a few friends has evolved 
over three years to become the 
world’s biggest rum festival. 

Mauritian Rum 
Mauritius is one of a few coun-
tries that produce both indus-
trial and agricultural rum. 
Industrial rum is obtained by 
distilling molasses, a by-prod-
uct of the production of cane 
sugar whereas agricultural rum 
is obtained by fermenting and 
distilling pure sugarcane juice. 

The Rums of Mauritius 
(ROM) booklet available at 
Olympia stated that the 18 
rums brought for the exhibition 
were from four distilleries pro-
ducing a variety of rums to suit 
all palates. The named distil-
leries are IDM (International 
Distillers Mauritius, St Aubin, 

Grays and La Bourdonnais. 
The variety of the rums from 
Molasses Column distilled to 
Agricole Rhums, unaged to 
aged, introducing two 151 
Overproof Rums. 

Among the rums that could 
be tasted, and bought, at the 
show were Green Island Rums 
(superior light, spiced and 
overproof), Tilambic 151, 
Flamboyant (Oak aged), 
L’Amitié (white rum), St 
Aubin Agricole (white, vanilla, 
coffee), New Grove (white, 
aged and flavoured), Labour-
donnais (white and aged). 

From the Golden Rum Bar-
rel Awards 2010 we read that 

Green Island Superior Light Rum  
This rum has been around since 1960 and to this day remains in the same distinctive packag-
ing. The rum is made from molasses and has gone through a 4 column still. Green Island Su-
perior Light Rum is a blend of 3 and 5 year oak aged rums. During the ageing process the 
rum takes on a golden colour from the oak casks. The aged rum then undergoes a charcoal 
filtration where the golden colour is removed without affecting its taste profile. The rum is 
extremely smooth and has a lot of complexity on the nose and palate. Hints of grass, aniseed, 
herbs, coconut, chocolate, fennel and cane are just some of the aromatics coupled with a 
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Bollywood News

Earlier this month, the 

Government confirmed 

their intention, following 

consultation to bring some 

important reforms to UK 

employment law.  
From April 2012, the gov-

ernment’s plans to increase 
the qualifying period of con-
tinuous employment for un-
fair dismissal from one year 
to two and introduce a fee 
system for employees (the 
claimants) who decide to 
bring employment tribunal 
claims. 

The current legislation 
gives an employee the possi-
bility to issue a claim of un-
fair dismissal when an 
employee has been employed 
for a continuous period of one 
year.  

In addition, Claimants are 
free to issue such claim be-
fore an employment tribunal 
within 3 months of termina-
tion of their employment, or 
even longer under excep-
tional circumstances.  

Issuing a claim against an 
employer is currently free of 
charge. However, the reforms 
which are to be implemented 
from 6th April 2012 would 
significantly affect the benefit 

e n -
joyed by employees under the 
old scheme. 

From April 2013, em-
ployees would be expected to 
pay £250 to apply to an em-
ployment tribunal to lodge a 
claim, and must pay a further 
£1,000 if a hearing is granted. 
The money will be refunded 
if claims are successful but 
forfeited if they lose. 

The changes have been in-
troduced in order to reduce 
the number of ‘vexatious’ 
claims against businesses and 
the government believes that 
the new changes will result in 
a reduction of 2,000 tribunal 
claims per year, businesses 
are also expected to make 

savings of up to £6 million 
per year. 

From the employer’s pros-
pective, the changes will 
bring less job protection and 
facilitate hiring during period 
of recoveries and firing dur-
ing period of recessions, 
without fear of unfair dismis-
sal claims being made by 
employees they dismiss or 
lay off. 

Historically, the qualifying 
period of unfair dismissal has 
been subject to many 
changes. In 1975  the qual-
ifying period for bringing 
such a claim was reduced to 6 
months, it went up to 2 years 
in the 1980s and lowered to 1 
year in 1999 as part of a 
number of reforms to em-
ployment legislation. 

However, many critics be-
lieve that the above change 
would incite employees to 
bring more claims based on 
some forms of discrimina-
tion, as under the UK law; 
there is no qualifying period 
necessary for discrimination 
claims. 

Readers should note that in 
any event, the requirement to 
pay a fee will not apply to 
Claimants who are unem-

Legal Matters 

Changes to unfair dismissal and 

tribunal system 

 

* Ludmilla is a Legal Consultant at Kirwans Solicitors, Enfield. 

by Ludmilla Iyavoo  

L’ambassade de Maurice à Paris 

honore des mauriciens en France

Un dîner, en l’honneur de Jean-Marie Le Clézio, Prix Nobel de littérature 2008 et septième Grand In-
vité du musée du Louvre en 2011, a été offert par l’Ambassade de Maurice à Paris, le lundi 7 no-
vembre, au restaurant “Chamarré Montmartre”. 

La célèbre écrivain mauricienne, Mme. Ananda Devi, nous a également honoré de sa présence. 
Des personnalités françaises et mauriciennes ont été conviées à cette occasion. L’ambassadeur de la 
République de Maurice, M. Jacques Chasteau de Balyon, qui était accompagné du ministre-conseiller 
M. Roy Bissoondoyal, a prononcé une excellente allocution soulignant combien l’Ile Maurice cul-
turelle était fier de ses écrivains de réputation internationale. Ils contribuent à la renommée de l’Ile 

Maurice et des mauriciens à l’étranger.  
Parmi les invités l’on pouvait remarquer M. Thierry Burkard, ancien ambassadeur de France et prési-
dent de l’Association France-Maurice, M. Terrasse, Directeur de l’Auditorium du Louvre, Dr Jean-
Georges Prosper, écrivain et conseiller culturel à l’ambassade, M. Gurbhurrun de l’ambassade, M. 
Denis Piat administrateur de l’Association France-Maurice, M. Philippe Rey, directeur général des 
“Éditions Philippe Rey”, Mme. Gémia Le Clézio épouse du célèbre Prix Nobel et sa fille Alice étu-

 De gauche à droite : M. T. Burkard, ancien ambassadeur et président de l'Association France-
Maurice, M. Jean-Marie Le Clézio, Prix Nobel de littérature 2008, Mme. Ananda Devi, écrivain, 

De gauche à droite : M. Denis Piat, Melle Alice Le Clézio, Le ministre-conseiller M. Roy 
Bissoondoyal, M. Jean-Georges Prosper, écrivain et Mme. Céline Gouveia de l'Imprime-

rie Nationale. 

The debates go on in Mauritius as re-

gards the next coalition of parties for a 

next lection, as to who will ally with 

whom. According to a recent article in 

Mauritius Times a paper that tradi-

tionally supports Labour in the country, 

a common platform between the MMM 

of Paul Bérenger and the MSM of Sir 

Anerood Jugnauth is almost a thing al-

ready done.  
But the fact is that no general election is 

in the offing, and Sir Anerood Jugnauth is 
still President of the country. There is no 
cause to believe that a snap election is likely 
to take place in the country. On the contrary 
municipal elections that were to take place 
in the various towns last year have been 
postponed a second time this year giving 
rise to an outcry from the Opposition of no 
significance, really. 

Here in the UK the Conservative and Lib-
eral Democrat Alliance is losing ground ac-
cording to the following press release from 
Angus Reid public Opinion poll: 
 

BRITISH POLITI-

CAL SCENE  

Labour Extends Lead in Britain as 
Liberal Democrat Slide Continues  

The approval rating for the three main party 

leaders did not go through significant 
changes this month.  
[The opposition Labour Party remains the 
most popular option for British voters, a 
new Angus Reid Public Opinion poll has 
found.  
The online survey of a representative 
sample of 2,006 British adults also shows 
that support for the Liberal Democrats has 
reached the lowest since the last General 
Election.  

Voting Intention  

Across Britain, 42 per cent of decided 
voters and leaners (+1 since October) say 
they would support the Labour candidate in 
their constituency in the next General Elec-
tion.  

The Conservative Party is second with 33 
per cent (=), followed by their coalition 
partners—the Liberal Democrats—with 
eight per cent (-2).  

The United Kingdom Independence Party 
(UKIP) is in fourth place with seven per 
cent, followed by the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) with four per cent, the Green 
Party with three per cent, the British Na-
tional Party (BNP) with two per cent, and 
Plaid Cymru with one per cent.  

Labour maintains sizeable leads over the 
Tories in the North (54% to 26%) and Mid-
lands and Wales (43% to 35%). Labour is 
barely ahead of the Conservatives in Lon-

The political trend of here 
and there

Long a favourite with holi-

daymakers, this island is now 

open to foreign buyers for the 

first time thanks to a new 

scheme to encourage invest-

ment. 
 
Most people would be happy 
enjoying the watersports, un-
spoilt beaches and charming 
villages that dot this Indian 
Ocean idyll, but now there are 
financial perks too. 
 
If you pay £310,000 or more 

for a villa or apartment in a des-
ignated coastal zone, you will 
also have the right to become a 
Mauritian resident, and enjoy 
low levels of personal and busi-
ness tax. 
 
“The political situation is 
strong,” says Maribeth Davies 
of Hamptons International. 
“And the economy has grown 
at an average of 4 per cent a 
year for the past eight years.” 
 
One new designated scheme is 

Azuri, a beachfront complex 
with 169 homes for foreigners 
and 100 for wealthy locals. 
Properties come with parking, 
boat moorings, golf member-
ship and access to swimming 
pools. 
 
For sale Prices start at £311,000 
for a three-bedroom apartment 
and go up to £497,500 for a 
four-bedroom apartment at the 
Azuri development. Hamptons 
International (020 7963 0614; 
azuri.mu). For details of the 

 Mauritius is 4th best place to buy 

property on a list 10

Carte de Souhait pour la Nouvelle Année   
Au Mauritius News du Dr Jean-Georges Prosper, Conseiller Culturel

Ambassade de Maurice - 127 Rue de Toqueville, 75017 Paris

Envoi de Denis Piat (Paris)
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Crossword Puzzle

CRYPTIC 

PUZZLE 120 

 
Clues Across  
 
1 Do such people never take a 
quick look? (47)  
 
9 It should look well ahead (3)  
 
10 Shrimps? She'll try to catch 
her own (9)  
 
11 Places where the collection is 
brought back (5)  
 
13 The chief one in charge is 
oldfashioned (7)  
 
14 They just don't have winning 
ways (6)  
 
16 Struggle to bring the rest 
round about four (6)  
 
18 Hesitate to speak? (7)  
 
19 If such a cap fits, the dunce 
should wear it (5)  
 

20 In debt  finished, even? (9)  
 
21 How to find the person (3)  
 
22 This slyness has uptodate 
good looks (11)  
 
   
 
Clues Down  
 
2 You think it's in but it's not (3)  
 
3 They are simply breathtaking 
(5)  
 
4 Might it get ahead of the polar 
explorer? (6)  
 
5 Pluto's pet is a real hag (7)  
 
6 No plait, ie the result of a close 
shave (9)  
 
7 Card game the French prevent 
in small US town (7,4)  
 
8 Smart little Kenneth gets the 
company to work (on egg pro-
duction?) (7,4)  
 

ACROSS 
 
1. Weaving fibre 
5. Groan 
7. Fleshy 
8. Car hooter 
9. Chair 
10. Permit 
11. Pink-eyed rabbit 
13. Balanced 
14. Spiced sausage 
18. Most cunning 
21. Installed (carpet) 
22. Mocking, ... fun at 
24. Stomach sore 
25. Bullets 

26. Carpentry clamp 
27. Overturn 
28. Cloth scraps 
29. Tendons 
 
DOWN 
 
1. Cooks again 
2. Toadstools 
3. Mexican friend 
4. Hunting trips 
5. Unsolved situation 
6. Stimulates 
12. Pen name, ... de plume 
15. Blood disorder 
16. Laborious 

Quick Crossword The undercover dangers of spy-

Subscribe to Mauritius News and support 

Quick and easy recipes from Tipik Mauricien to savour favourite 
exotic dishes from Mauritius 

Instructions: 
 

heat oil and fry onions for 2 minutes 
adding garlic and ginger 
then parsley and thyme 
adding tomatoes  and salt 
leave to cook until the oil floats 
then add prawns and chillies(do not cover) 
stir for 5 -10 minutes 

Tipik Mauricien Recipe 

SOLUTIONS  
 
Across: Longsighted 9. Hat 10 Shellfish 11 Sites 13 Archaic 14 
Losers 16 Strive 18 Stammer 19 Conic 20 Overdrawn 21 Who 22 
Stylishness  
Down: Out 3 Gasps 4 Icecap 5 Hellcat 6 Epilation 7 Whistle stop 
7 Chicken coop 12 Testament 15 Remodel 17 Friars 19 Canon 21 

Consumer experts urge online 
shoppers to protect their personal 
information and limit the risk of 
identity fraud and unauthorised 
transactions by shopping wisely 
with trustworthy online retailers. 
Not all online shoppers, however, 
adequately protect themselves 
from spyware, which can be in-
stalled on your computer without 
your knowledge and without de-
tection.  

Spyware has become a big 
problem for internet users, es-
pecially those who shop online 
with credit and debit cards. These 
illegal programs can remotely 
monitor your online use and hi-
jack your browser, redirecting 
your internet usage to third 
parties. At their least damaging, 
they can slow up your computer, 
but at their worst they can record 
your keystrokes, scan your hard 
drive and change your system's 
settings, allowing identity thieves 
to access your personal details, in-
cluding your card details.   

The main prob-
lem is that it can 
be installed en-
tirely without 
your knowledge, 
s o m e t i m e s 
through free pro-
grams down-
loaded from the 
internet or 
through file-shar-
ing websites. So 
those who use the 
internet to shop or 
download leave 
themselves ex-
posed to the 
danger of spy-
ware.  

Pop-ups are 
one way to dis-
cover whether 
you have spyware 
installed on your 
computer. If you 
have ever had a 
pop-up without a 
browser loaded, 
you have spyware 
of some sort.  

There are many 
types of spyware 
and some more 
worrying than 
others. Adware is 
software that dis-
plays pop-up ads 
and has the capa-
bility to track 
your surfing ha-
bits and sell that 
information to a 
third party. Mal-

ware, also known as malicious 
software, has the ability to dam-
age your computer. A Trojan 
horse, like its historical namesake, 
appears to be useful, but its pur-
pose is to cause damage to your 
computer or compromise your 
confidential information.    

However, the most dangerous 
items of spyware are keyboard 
loggers and internet dialers. Key-
board loggers can record your 
keystrokes, such as your PIN 
number, passwords and other con-
fidential information. Internet 
dialers can use your computer to 
dial long distance numbers, 
usually for adult chat line services 
overseas. These programs can in-
stall themselves through a virus, 
MP3 files or visiting some por-
nography sites. Victims won't 
realise until a hefty phone bill ar-
rives, often costing hundreds of 
pounds.   

Pretty scary stuff. Thankfully, 
there are measures you can take to 
ensure that you can safely shop 
online or download. Read the 
licence agreement before instal-
ling free software. If you tick that 
you've read the terms and con-
ditions when you haven't, you 
may unintentionally provide auth-
orisation to have your online ha-
bits monitored for marketing 
purposes. This is unlikely to in-
stall the most dangerous spyware, 
but it can slow your computer up 
with adware.   

File sharing is a well-known 
way of installing spyware, so find 
out if there's other software pack-
aged with the freeware.  

Avoid clicking on any links in 

Key to fraud - when you type in a card 
number, are your numbers being 

Ingredients 

 

1 lb prawns (washed 
and cleaned) 
1 tin chopped tomatoes 
1 tbl thymes (fresh or 
dried) 
1 tbl parsley (chopped) 

4 green chillies (cut in 
half lengthwise) 
1 tbl ground garlic and 
ginger 
1 medium size onion 
(chopped) 
2 tbls chopped co-
riander 



169 Tooting High Street, Tooting Broadway 

London SW17 0SY. Telephone 020 3133 0000 .  

Fascimile: 020 8682 0755 
(Nearest Tube Station: Tooting Broadway, Northern Line) 
Specialising in Criminal law (CDS), 24hr police station, 

employment, civil cases (landlord/tenant), personal injury, 

contracts, immigration, conveyancing, family matters. 

Raj Law  

RL001/000

MAURI STORES 
Importers of Mauritian  groceries, veg, Cd’s & Cassettes

MAU001/DB001/20

SEDUCTION FX SOUND SYSTEM 
The Ideal Choice For Weddings, 
Parties and Any Other Occasion. 

Please contact Vijay on 

Tel: 020-8245 9394 

 Mobile: 07956 917 761

Classifieds: 

To advertise in the classified section, please send a cheque payment for 
£10 (plus VAT) together with your advert which should be no more 

1.2.3 & 4 bedroom Holiday Apartments to rent: available 
in the main resort of Grand-Baie, within walking distance of shops, 

restaurants, bars, and beach.  

         Tel: 01473 251 003 - Mr Emmamdeen 

Philately  History of the most expensive stamps in the 

world The “Post Office Mauritius” and its legend - A philatelic 

study by Alfred S. de Pitray - followed by a short survey of stamps 

of Mauritius, by Peter Ibotson Tel: 020 7498 3066 

A5 size. 44 pages  – Price: £8 (P. & P. inclusive)

Supreme Glazing Ltd 
 
Manufacturers & Installers of U.P.V.C., Aluminium 

Double Glazed Replacement Windows, Patio Doors, 

and Residential Doors 
 
710 Lea Bridge Road, Leyton, London E10 6AW 

 
Telephone: 020 8556 0032 Fax 020 8556 1924

A.B.M. Solicitors 

& Advocates 
61 Station Road (Opp Hayes Post Office) 

Hayes Town, Middlesex UB3 BE 
Tel: 0208 848 8600 

Mobile: 07947 174 302 

Fax: 0208 848 8700 

Please call for free legal advice on the following: Immigration, Appeals, Repre-

sentation at airports, Drafting (power of Attorney), Affidavit, Sponsorship, 

Conveyancing £299 + vat) (Ccommercial and residential, Family matters, Di-

vorce, Disputes, Employment, Criminal, Road Traffic cases, Landlord & Ten-

ant, Personal Injuries, Commission of Oaths, Work permits, Litigation etc

Are you  

satisfied with your As-

trologer?  
if not contact  

Pandit Manoj 

Tiwari 
Panditjee is a Brahmin Priest of the world famous Golden Vishwanath 

Temple, India. 
Clients worldwide have highly recommended Panditjee to their family 
and friends after they have been amazed by the very personal and pri-
vate information that he has revealed to them about their past, present 
and future. Panditjee is an Astrologer, Palmist, Numerologist, Spiritual 
Healer and a Teacher  of  Philosophy, Meditation and Spirituality. He is 
also expert in Horoscope, Puja, Tantra, Mantras, Yantra, and Talisman, 

and he will prescribe a personal programme for you -  including suitable 
gemstone - to produce prosperity, success, contentment and peace of mind. 
Specialising in: Business, Love, Marriage Compatibility, Court Cases, 

Careers, Health, Decision Making, Depression, Discovering True Poten-

tial, etc. Results guaranteed. call now for an appointment. 

Mobile: 07985 478 515 / Tel: 020 8809 3780 * 

Advertise your Property, Rooms to Let, and Job Va-

cancies on our website.  For more information, email: 

editor@mauritiusnews.co.uk

WORRIED & DEPRESSED ? 
Any of your problems regarding  marriage, love, health, job, 

 bad luck, examination, immigration, infertility or any other  

type of personal problems can be solved in confidence with 

guaranteed success. Let “Kumar” help and advise you. As he 

has done for thousands of people around the world.  

Established in England since 1968 

RING 020 8802 0457 for an appointment or write:  

Kumar, 289A. High Road, Tottenham, London N15 4RS 

(near Seven Sisters Tube).  Mobile 07956 830626.  Fax 

A year’s subscription is an ideal gift 

for any occasion. Ring us for details  

on 020 7498 3066,  or email us at: 

<editor@mauritiusnews.co.uk>

Property for sale 
Mauritius Estate Agency 

Manager: Paya Chetty

NoticeboardMauritius News Page 11

To let Self-catering holiday villas at Trou-aux-Biches 
Mauritius.  Fully furnished, modern with Air Con, 10 mins 

walk to beach.  £ 10.00 per person daily includes free pick-up and 
utility bills.  Tel Singh on: 01708 720800 or email: 

Contact Paya on  

0786 154 4584/0208 888 9611 
payachetty@yahoo.co.uk 

 

(25 years’ experience in Property Consultancy) 

We manage, maintain and let property.

 

LUXURY VILLA IN POSTE LA-

FAYETTE 

Beautiful property in mature garden of 4300 SQ M 

(1 arpent 3 perches). Main villa has 4 beds and pool. 

Plus one bed guest cottage and studio apartment above 

garage. 

Ideal for residential or commercial development 

 

www.mauristores.com 
Shop from the comfort of your home with Mauri Stores online 

shopping. 
Many Mauritian products available: 
Pickles, Apollo Noodles, Napolitaine, Kraft Cheese, Twisties, 
Dodo Curry Powder, Sutarfin, Dholpuri, 
Pima Petard,Fresh Veg & lots more............. 
Email: shop@mauristores.com 

Opening Times: Tuesday - Thusday 4pm - Midnight. The 
kitchen closes at 9.30pm. On fridays, we are open 4pm - til 
late. The kitchen closes at 10.30pm. 
Saturday and Sundays we are open 12pm - Late. Lunch is 
12pm - 3pm, dinner 6pm - 10.30pm. 
takeaway available. Book Mauritius Bar Restaurant for any 
special occasion. 

S

  

T- s h i r t s  

Buy a  T-shirt 

with the orig-

inal logo of 

Mauritius 

News 
Only large size now available 

 £9.99 + £2 P & P (padded env/recorded delivery) 
Send your cheque payable to Mauritius News MAURITIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(ALL NATIONS) 

Come and Experience the Power of God 

Date: Everyday (including Sundays) 

at  

14/16 Lynwood Road, Tooting Bec,  

London SW17 8SA 

Time: 2.30 pm to 5.30pm 

Pastor Stevens: 0795 650 1120 

Co-ordinator: Saven: 0757 097 8185 

MAURITIUS 

on the Spice Route 1598 - 1810 
By Denis  Piat  

* Hard Cover  * Edition de Luxe 

Available in  

France: at <http://livre.fnac/a2994966/Denis-

Piat-L-ile-Maurice-1598-1810> 

Mauritus: at Bookcourt Library, Caudan 

Waterfront, Port Louis. Email: <andrel@int-

net.mu> 

For sale   At Pereybere  for Rs11.5 million 

3 bedrooms en suite, kitchen, dining room, 

lounge,study. Airconditioned.  veranda. 

Upstairs 2 bedrooms en suite, kitchen/ diner. Aircon-

ditioned. Terrace . Own entrance. Can be let. 

Walled garden plus swimming pool.  

Phone 00 230 748 7428 

Large House for Sale in Mauritius, at 

Quatre-Bornes, Bassin Road which also known as Nehru Road 
now. (1 km from the roundabout of La Louise, and 15 mins 
Drive from Flic en Flac Seaside) .   

The house is constructed on a plot of land of 12 perches (approx 
150 toises) with 2 floors of a surface of 2,500sq feet each. 
Ground Floor: 3 bedrooms, living, dining room, kitchen, toilet, 
bathroom and a big hall. 

First Floor: 6 bedbrooms, a big hall, kitchen, 2 terrace, kitchen, 
linen room, toilet and bathroom. 

The house has a garden, parking for several cars and a small 
room which can be used a kitchen in the garden. 
The property is fully furnished and two staircases to access the 
first floor. 

Asking price: £145,000. Tel: Hema on 079 3954 1981 

For Sale: 3-bedroom bungalow  

with a car port, Plus an adjacent  2-bedroom property  

in Trou Aux Biches area. Beach nearby. Con-

tact: 01424 44217 

Land for sale in residential area of Albion, 

near Black River, 165 toises Rs1.5  o.n.o.  

Contact 01514 309 7978 / 0750 696 8675

An excellent cultural gift The book in Hard 

Cover is available separately in English and in French. Edi-

tor – Christian le Comte Author – Breejan Burrun  

 A concise but consistent overview of the building up and the 

peopling of the capital city of Mauritius, of the history of the 

most emblematic landmarks and of the great disasters that 

struck her (floods, cyclones, epidemics, fires, riots) 

  At least three illustrations and captions in every double 

Port-Louis * Ile Maurice/ Port Louis * 

Mauritius 

Jeetun
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ALBUM   
MET SEGA LA   

BY  
IVAN ANTALIKA  

IS AVAILABLE 
TO PURCHASE  

FOR £10  
PLEASE CALL  

IVAN ON  

The Diamond Jubilee  

Sega Campionships 

 2012

See More  

on  
Mauritius News, 

imitated by others but 

never surpassed

With the compliments  
of  

Dianne

Mauritius News, always 
the first with the bright-

est ideas

Come and Enjoy the Queen’s  
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations on 

Saturday, 3 June 

Mauritius News in Mauritius and all over the world 
Mauritius News is already in Mauritius. The paper can be accessed on the web at <www.mauritiusnews.co.uk> under the Electronic MN  

(seen on the menu bar). 

As a matter of fact, Mauritius News is being accessed the world over. Compatriots in the UK, Mauritius, France, Belgium, Switzerland, Australia, 

Canada, The US etc are all accessing Mauritius News. On many search engines Mauritius News tops the list. 

Tell the good news to your relatives and friends everywhere .  

WE ARE THE MOUTHPIECE OF MAURITIAN EXPATRIATES AND THEIR DESCENDANTS. WE ARE THE DIASPORA. 

Mauritians elsewhere are always keen to know what Mauritians in the UK are doing. Mauritius News is the best medium to do so on line. 

You can even communicate with them through MN. Send a message to them on this Notice Board. 

Our hard work is paying off. Our efforts over the years have not been in vain. Barrer comment content, nou vini. We are there already.  

We thank the daily Le Mauricien for their comments on our November Page 4 article ‘The Power Game …” in their edition of Friday, Dec 2.  

 
The Executive Committee of the M.T.M.S (U.K) invites all members and 
devotees to the religious function of THAIPOUSOM CAVADEE to 

be held on Monday the 6th of February 2012 at 8.00 am. The venue 

will be ARCHWAY MURUGAN TEMPLE, 200 A, ARCHWAY 
ROAD, HIGHGATE, LONDON N6 5BA. 
 

The first day of fasting is on Saturday the 28th of January 2012. CODI E 
THON will be performed at 7.00p.m. Followed by UBAYAM every even-
ing at the same time up to Cavadee day. 
 
CODI ETTRAM will be performed at 10.30 a.m on the 7th of February 
2012. 
 
Devotees who wish to carry the Cavadee or Paal Codum, and  devotees 
wishing to do the UBAYAM during the fasting period should contact any 
of the committee members named below. 
 
Please note that Cavadee/Paal Codum entrance fee is £20.00 
 
The committee would also like to be informed of devotees who want to 
sponsor the UBAYAM and to share foods on Cavadee day so that arrange-
ments may be made for the provision and organisation of tables. 
 
The committee thank members and participants for their contributions dur-
ing the past years and look forward to seeing you all at the temple on Thai-
pousom Cavadee day. May Lord Muruga shower his blessings on all of us. 
 
KEN DESSCAN 020 8340 6073 

DADOO VEERASAMY 0795 737 5035 

SHEILA MOOTOOSAMY 020 8641 7452 

VISHNU RAMSAMY 020 8581 0624 

PANJERETNON SHUNMOOGUM  0797 494 8886 

 

Cheques should be made payable to MAURITIUS TAMIL MAHA 

SANGAM (U.K) and sent to the treasurer Mr KIM SAMINADEN 133 

WOOLWICH ROAD GREENWICH LONDON SE 10 0RJ Tel : 07956 

356786 

Mauritius Tamil Maha Sangam (MTMS) UK 

Cavadee Celebration 2012 

Birthday Greetings 
 

We send our very best wishes to brothers Noel and Kersley Virassamy 

of Catford who both celebrate their birthday on the same day on 18 

January. 

 

PRESENCE international 
mystery shoppers visited the 
30 main avenues in the world 
to measure the welcome and 
service for tourists. For this 
fourth edition, nearly 400 re-
tail outlets were visited (per-
fume shops, restaurants, 
ready-to-wears, showrooms, 
etc.). PRESENCE, Mystery 
Shopping Leader in France 
(1986), gives you the main 
lessons learned from the 
analysis of objective and fac-
tual criteria. 

The Orchard Road in Sin-
gapore comes first for its 
quality welcome and service 
and overall classification 
2011/2012 of PRESENCE. 
On the podium, Luxembourg 
comes second and Amster-
dam third. In the bottom of 
the ranking, Geneva, Hong 
Kong and Mumbai win the 
booby prizes. Paris is places 
in the middle of the table 
(16th place). 

Pleasant shopping on the Av-
enue de la Liberté in Luxem-
bourg 

Luxembourg wins hands 
down for its very cared-for 

retail outlets and the wel-
come of its staff. 

Of the 30 avenues visited, 
63% of staff members show a 
sign to acknowledging the 
customer, but 30% talk with 
each other while customers 
are present. 

Lisbon and Montreal, the last 
two ranking on criteria re-
lated to retail outlets, should 
care for their windows and 
the service provided by the 
shop assistants. 
 
 The Orchard Road in Sin-

gapore is the most attract-

ive 

The Orchard Road in Sin-
gapore tops the rankings on 
the criterion of attractiveness 
of the avenue. The mystery 
shopper appreciated the flaw-
less cleanliness of its pave-
ments. 
 
Out of the 30 avenues, the 
mystery shoppers watched a 
show in 70% of their visits 
(theatre, concerts, etc.). They 
also found work going on in 
63% of their visits. Bond 
Street in London also landed 

30th place (on the criteria re-
lated to the attractiveness of 
the avenue) because of the 
work. 

Passers-by are the most cour-
teous in George Street in 
Sydney. 

In 90% of the visits, the 
passer-by approached in the 
avenue was smiling and 
pleasant. 

In Hong Kong (29th ranking 
on criteria of contact with 
passers-by) and Geneva 
(30th). 60% of passers-by did 
not seek to help our tourist, 
without even showing the 
least concern for him. 

The Champs Elysées came 
16th in this study with an 
overall score of 71/100. 
"Strolling down the Champs 
is pleasant. Passers-by ap-
proached are friendly and do 
their utmost to inform the 
customer. On the other hand, 
welcome and service in the 
stores are less friendly. In 
40% of cases, the sales assis-
tant showed a sign of annoy-
ance with the mystery 
shopper. The customer re-
members the lack of smiles 

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AVENUES OF THE WORLD 
2011/12  

THE AVENUE DES CHAMPS ELYSEES WON THE 16th PLACE IN IN-
TERNATIONAL RATING FOR ITS QUALITY OF WELCOME AND SER-
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About imatrimony.mu 

 

Who we are?   
 

imatrimony.mu is a world-class team 

of designers, creative technologists and 
lovers. We’ve made it our goal to advance 
the field of user experience through our 
Website. imatrimony.mu is the fastest 
growing matrimonial portal in Mauritius. We 
offer a superior matchmaking experience for 
prospective brides and grooms to meet and 
communicate with each other by expanding 
the opportunities available to meet potential 
life partners and build fulfilling relation-
ships. 
 

What we do? 

 
We are here to help  you to find a  soulmate. 
We provide a superior matchmaking experi-
ence by expanding the opportunities avail-
able to meet potential life partners. 
 

Slogan: Find Love in your 

community   
 
We will help you to find love in your com-
munity or circle.Whatever  your religion or 
beliefs are, you can start your love story at 
<imatrimony.mu> 
 

Our Promise 

 

imatrimony.mu promises to help you find 
that special one. Our idea is to bring together 
the single hearts on one platform to find 
their desired partners for lifetime. You just 
have to give us your profile and simply de-
scribe your desired partner profile. And you 
rest assurred that we will do our best. 
 

Our Vision: To bring happiness in the 

Life of Mauritian in Search of a life partner 
 

Our Mission: The mission of imatri-

mony.mu  is to provide people with a fantastic 
matchmaking experience by expanding the oppor-
tunities available to meet potential life partners 
and build a beautiful relationships. 
 

Love Bridge 

 
Love Bridge between Mauritius  

& the World 
 
In our Market research indicates that the Maur-
itian Community living abroad found it difficult 
to meet someone in their community. Hence mat-

rimony.mu can be the love  bridge between the 
other countries and Mauritius. May  be someone 
in Mauritius would like to meet someone in Paris, 
London, Toranto or anywhere in the world. So 
imatrimony.mu will just to build the bridge be-
tween two soulmates. 
 

Why is imatrimony.mu differ-

ent? 

 
imatrimony.mu is the country’s first matrimonial 
portal for the benefit of different communities 

across Mauritius and Mauritian away from home. 
 

State of Art Technologies 

imatrimony.mu is  a beautiful interactive web-
site. We created a site that will last. We invested 
more time  in crafting elegant, 
modular code. Our experts hav-
ing been using latest front-end 
technologies like HTML5 and 
CSS3, the web site  has been 
crafted  with beautiful interfaces 
that the member will love … In 
short, our excellent interface design is the key to 
a great user experience. We believe we have cre-
ated the best matrimonial site in the Indian 

Ocean. Our innovative facebook page is one of a 
kind. 

Registration in England 

 
We are registered with the UK Companies House 
under No 7188279. We are a professional online 
matrimonial agency. Our main office is in Lon-
don. However, our call centre is in Mauritius. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Vikash Pabaroo 
Manager 
imatrimony Team 
TEL No: 

imatrimony.mu 

Mauritian matrimony agency to help you to find love in your community

Exclusive Offer to Readers  

of Mauritius News  
 

Join Free and Get 6 Months 

  

of Unlimited offer to our Site. 

 

Offer till 14 Feb 2012 

 

How to Claim? 

 

Register with imatrimony.mu and then 

email us at info@imatrimony.mu  

Vikash Pa-

baroo 

Manager
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Diamond Jubilee  
Sega Championships 2012 

 followed by Disco to 1am 

Promoted by Mauritius News 
Sponsored by Air Mauritius, Mauritian Cosmopolitan Society, London 

School of Law, MTMS, Raj 
Law Solicitors   

on   

Saturday, 2 June 2012 

at 

Wandsworth Civic Suite  

Wandsworth High Street, London SW17,   

from 7.00pm 

Admission Ticket: £15  

The event will comprise two cate-

gories of championships 

for 
 

(a) An Individual Couple Champions (partnership of a male and a female dancers), 

and  
(b) A Group Dancing Champions (restricted to six dancers - male and female) 

Entries for each category should reach Mauritius News by 15 April 2012 
Prescribed applications forms will in due course be made available on www.mauritiusnews.co.uk  

or will be obtainable  from  
Mauritius News at 583 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 3JD.  

Tel: 020 7498 3066 
Application forms should be accompanied by: A postcard size picture 

of the dancing couples for individual couple entry, or a postcard size picture of the dancing group. Each couple or group may let us have a record 

which will be played on the day and to which they will dance. 

Minimum age of participants: 16 years old by 2nd June 2012. 

The winning couple and the winning group will be presented with a Souvenir Cup  

offered by Mauritius News 

Dianne on flag of Mauritius  

background

Sega dancers in France. 

Picture by Gilles Berger (Paris)

 

Future events promoted by Mauritius News: 

Olympics Mauritian Day Out on Streatham Common on Sunday 22 July 2012 

Miss Mauritius GB - Autumn 2012. Date and venue to be announced 

Special Adviser: Richard Marcel, Choreographer and Artistic Director

Picture by PCWTM 2012
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