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The Mauritius Sega Competition

 

Come Dancing to celebrate 
the Queen’s Jubilee 

The Mauritius Sega Competition will be 
held on  June 2, the date on which, 60 

years ago, HM Majesty The Queen was 
crowned Monarch of the UK, 

comprising, England, Wales, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, the overseas 

dominions (Australia and Canada), and 
all British possessions, including 

Mauritius. 

Welcome Back, Mr Johnson

 

During the election night everyone on the radio 

was trying to analyse the personality of Mr Johnson. 

The unanimous conclusion was that he was an 

eccentric whose personality and appearance are well 

nursed and groomed to give him that unique Boris 

Johnson trait that has become his trademark. His 

hair that seems to be foreign to any combing is 

actually purposely made to look dishevelled and to 

create his personal style, some callers told the radio 

presenters. 

One presenter said that during his mandate it was 

impossible to approach Mr Johnson. He seemed to 

have a great horror of journalists and always kept 

them away. We could say there may be some truth in 

that statement. We, ourselves,  at Mauritius News 

have tried on a few occasions to get access to him. 

No, it was not possible. He was protected by 

officials, especially female ones, who always found 

a reason to deny our requests. I remember on one 

occasion when the Mayor at City Hall was 

personally delivering citizenship certificates to 

aliens who had just passed the nationality test, he 

vanished completely from the scene as soon as the 

last certificate was delivered. The officials advised 

us to write to solicit  a application from, and all the 

jazz. And this is the very gentleman who during the 

campaign wrote personal letters to us using our first 

names to solicit our votes! Well, what can we say? It 

is all part of the game of politics. 

Our reader Lilette and her husband worked very 

hard for Mr Johnson and the Conservative Party 

during the recent electoral campaign, accompanying 

him on his rounds in various localities to knock on 

doors. Lilette said she told the mayor that Mauritians 

did not receive a bit of the deals dished out by 

County Hall. “Perhaps they do not ask,” was 

probably the sort of reply he would have mumbled 

to Lilette. That the way politicians deals with tricky 

questions: mumbling is a sure way of getting out of 

a situation.  

Lilette says he will remember us Mauritians now. 

Mr Johnson probably already knew of Mauritians 

because it is said that during his undergraduate days 

at Oxford there was Mauritian student among the 

clique pranking on the campus. 

 

P.C. 

 

Mr Boris Johnson rides very high in 

public opinion of Londoners to assure 

him a second mandate to County 

Hall. Most people believe that Boris 

Johnson won on personality issue 

rather on the substance of his policies 

for the future of the greatest city of 

earth, as some call  London. 

There is absolutely no doubt that on 

the question of policy Boris Johnson is 

more of a colourful character than his 

defeated opponent, Ken Livingstone.  

Though some of his old political vigour 

is still there,, one can, however, see that 

Mr Livingstone has dried up quite a bit 

in terms of his physical appearance. On 

the other hand, he has consumed 

himself as a politician, according to 

what he said. But has he? With so much 

of the old dynamism still in him one 

wonders whether he can stay long from 

the political scene.

60 years later to a day Mauritius News will 

hold the sega competition and folk dance  in 

the context of this commemoration. Her 

Majesty visited Mauritius in March 1972, and 

this page of Mauritius’s history is  highlighted 

by our correspondent DODO on Page 6. I was 

myself working at the Prime Minister’s Office 

in Port Louis and from the balcony of 

Government House I witnessed the arrival of 

the saluting Queen and her husband, Prince 

Philip, in the open vehicle, entering the 

government precinct. 

Mauritius News invites all UK Mauritians and 

their friends to come to Wandsworth Civic 

Hall on June 2, 2012, to commemorate the 

Queen Elizabeth II’s 60th anniversary on the 

Throne and as Head of the British 

Commonwealth, including Mauritius. 

See More about the Mauritius Sega 

Competition on Page 15 

Where were you for the Elizabeth II’s 

Golden Jubilee? 

Make it a date to remember this special 

occasion which happens only once in a 

lifetime. The last Golden Jubilee Celebration 

was that of Queen Victoria in June 1887, i.e. 

125 years ago,to be precise. You will  always 

be able to say, and tell your grandchildren so 

 

, that you were at Wandsworth Civic Centre for the 

great Sega  Event on the occasion of the 60th 

anniversary of the Queen’ reign, just as I remember 

where I was when she came to see us  

in Mauritius. 

                                                        Peter Chellen 

The Royal Couple 
entering Government 
House in Mauritius
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According to his rivals, Navin Ramgoolam’s popularity is steadily falling. They tend to play 

down the accuracy of opinion poll and continue to argue that the population has lost faith in 

his leader. However, the new index created by the Faculty of Political Science of the 

University of Michigan, United States, ordered Afrobarometer, provides information about 

the state of democracy, governance, social and economic reforms in African countries. This 

is the first time that such opinion poll is conducted in Mauritius. 

The Afrobarometer survey shows that 64,1% of the population are not satisfied with the way 

the authorities handle the issue such as the fight against corruption “prevailing in many 

sectors”. 69% of those questioned by the pollsters are worried about the current situation of 

Law and order. However, in terms of governance, Mauritians are divided. 52.8% believes 

that the country is heading in the right direction and 40% of them think that much 

improvement must be done. Despite these signs of dissatisfaction, the survey revealed that 

77% of Mauritians think that the Prime Minister is efficiently dealing with the State's affairs. 

It indicates that they appreciate the work done by Navin Ramgoolam; and 68% approved the 

initiatives taken by the chief of the Government. 

According to the pollsters, the survey was conducted using a strict methodology to produce 

an objective relection of the public opinion on social issues in a “non-partisan and 

independent” way. Opinions’ polls are meant to be the mirror of the population mood, 

whether, or not, the people are satisfied with the executive and the balance of power. 

According to the index created by the Falcuty of Political Science of Michigan University, 

this survey demonstrates that the Prime Minister’s popularity is in the “green.” These 

statistics show that the Mauritian political arena is stable and that popular uprisings- 

witnessed in many North African countries during the arab spring-, are not to be feared.   

 

Julien Tuyau 

 

www.mauritiusnews.co.uk

The first Mauritian newspaper overseas  
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Advertising Disclaimer 

For advertising in Mauritius News, artwork should be in Tiff 

or Jpeg format on CD-Rom and forwarded to Mauritius News 

at above address with a proof copy of the advert itself. 

Mauritius News accepts no liability for mistakes in 

advertisements set by the paper at the request of  advertisers. 

A fee is chargeable for artwork set by the paper. 

Mauritius News accepts no responsibility for contents and 

reliability of advertisements accepted at value by the paper. 

Consumer should themselves check the veracity and claims 

of an advertisement. 

Please note that the copy deadline is the 10th of the month. 

No guarantee can be given for publication in respect of 

advert/artwork received after the deadline. 

Copyright 

Contents of this publication 

are the copyright of Mauritius 

News, unless otherwise stated.

Mauritius News and the 

Dodo are the registered 

trademarks of Mauritius 

Publishers Co Ltd
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A message to contributors 

While we appreciate contributions from various quarters, we cannot, however, guarantee that any piece submitted 

to us will (or will not) be published in any particular spot or on any particular page. The layout and design of a 

paper can be a very intricate matter, and the management must be free to act the best way they can. An offence 

caused in this connection is not intentional. It is hoped that contributors  appreciate this fact.
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Mauritian hostages freed after  

£ 20 000 ransom paid 

The Mauritian couple have been released on Tuesday,8,May, after 
a ransom of £ 20 000, has been paid to the Kidnappers. The two 
Mauritians were seized in the streets of Antananarivo, Madagascar, on 
Sunday, 6, May, by three armed men. 

A crisis cell was set up by the Mauritian Foreign 

Office following the abduction of the Mauritian 

couple, Benoit and Maureen Ng, last sunday, 6, 

May. The Mauritian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Arvin Boolell, has done everthing to handle the 

crisis. The help of American and French 

authorities was even sought to conduct a rescue 

operation as the Malagasy police is far from 

efficient in dealing with such situation. According 

to Mauritian officials the couple has been freed 

after a successful rescue operation has been lead 

by American and French authorities. However, 

information leaked by Mauritian radios , state that 

Benoit and Maureen Ng were freed after a ransom 

of  60 million Ariary, £20 000, have been paid to 

the nappers. The Foreign office has not confirmed 

that a ransom has been paid. 

The couple, holding a dual citizenship- French 

and Mauritian- has been working in Madagascar 

since 2006. They were voting for the French 

presidential's election, in a polling centre in 

Antananarivo when they have been abducted by 

three armed men. They were, then, force into the 

nappers' vehicle, a Ford Ranger, and carried to the 

their hideout. 

According to the Mauritian medias, the ransom 

has been raised by the employer of Benoit Ng in 

Madagascar. The company that employed the 

latter released a communique on Monday, 6, May, 

stating that they will do everything to free Benoit 

and Maureen Ng.  

Their ordeal came to an end on Tuesday night 

after the ransom has been paid in exchange of 

their freedom. 

J.T. 

Photo:lexpress.mu

 
According to a survey ordered by Afrobarometer, and conducted by the 
Mauritian firm Straconsult, Mauritians are satisfied with their Prime 
minister and most of them approved the Government's actions. However, the 
survey also showed that the population is concerned and worried about 
issues such as law and order, corruption, poverty, unemployment and the 
state of the country's economy.  

Survey: 77% of Mauritians appreciate the work 
of their Prime minister 

AFROBAROMETER INDEX

Limelight  

 

I have just seen an old video showing Limelight, a film by Charlie 

Chaplin that he made in 1952. 

 

The script by Chaplin himself tells the story of an ageing comedian and a 

failed ballerina. 

 

A the very start of the film, the author writes, as an introductory note, “Glory 

must pass when youth enters.’ In other word the author tells us that it comes a 

time in one’s life when one must Let Go, a time when one must move on or 

move over to make room for those coming behind, i.e. for the young people. 

This is the inevitable destiny of man. If we do not go by ourselves, we may 

sometimes be forced to go, like former British PM Thatcher or Blair.  

 

Unfortunately, this is not always the case in many walks of life, except perhaps 

in business when the elders know that if they do not pass on to the younger 

elements of the company or family, the whole set-up may collapse on their ears. 

 

There are situations at times when it is painful for the incumbent to let go or to 

move over. Outgoing Mauritian President Sir Anerood Jugnauth (SAJ)’s 

intention to stand for election to be the next PM is a case in point. Having just 

left as President of the Republic, he said he vacated the presidential office 

because he intended to stand again for election to secure a seat in the National 

Assembly. 

 

One would have thought that at 80, SAJ would have had not enough of 

shouldering the very serious and heavy responsibilities of the affairs of State. 

Apparently not. He had already served as PM on three previous occasions before 

going for the sort of warden-controlled retirement at Le Réduit. 

 

SAJ’s return to active politics to seek the position of PM can only mean that he 

proposes to wrest power from his son Pravind to lead the MSM once more. The 

son will purely be pushed aside to make room for the father. When will the son 

inherit once more the MSM leadership is everybody’s guest. In the meantime, he 

will plod along in his father’s shadow. Such a situation would be disastrous in 

the business world as it would mean the collapse of the whole structure which 

may have taken years to build up. 

 

Another such situation where the son is brushed aside as a successor is the case 

of Prince Charles. Had the prince been given the opportunity to rule earlier, his 

life could have been totally different and he would have acquired considerable 

experience by now in the regal function. At the moment, the Queen has no 

intention of retiring even after 60 years on the throne. By the time the prince 

himself gets there, he will likely be an old man himself. He may, however, 

benefit fom the experience of age, though not necessariy in the same function. 
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TITBITS News from Mauritius 

New Deputy Speaker appointed

Pradeep Petumber was chosen as the new deputy speaker of 

the National Assembly on Monday the 16th April, 2012. He 

succeeds Prithvurajsingh Roopun. Nita Deerpalsingh is again 

chosen as Deputy Chairman of Committees. Works of the 

National Assembly resumed on Monday the 16th April, 2012 

after a long 3 months holiday. The Prime Minister preferred a 

prorogation instead of adjourning parliament to the 20th 

March, 2012.This prompted the election of a new deputy 

speaker and a new deputy chairman of committees. After the 

reading of the new government Programme 2012-2015 by the 

Acting President of the Republique, Mrs Monique Ohsan-

Bellepeau, Members of the National Assembly got back to 

their seats for further business. The House was then adjourned 

to 8 May 2012 

 

 

MSM-MMM Remake 2000 

 

Both leaders MMM-MSM, Paul Bérenger and Sir 

Anerood Jugnauth ( SAJ) invited the press on 

Wednesday 18th April, 2012 to present the 

remake 2000 political alliance.  They confirmed 

that that tickets would be shared 50-50; that Sir 

Anerood Jugnauth is the leader of the MSM and 

is being projected as the shadow Prime Minister 

in the next Cabinet. Both SAJ and Bérenger 

promised to make revelations during their joint 

Labour Day meeting which would be held in 

Port-Louis. Among the many revelations, SAJ 

would divulge information he gathered, on the 

“Roche Noires Campement” affair and Bérenger 

would talk on the “Passport Scandal”

Medpoint scandal: DPP sets record 

straight

 Following the declaration on the DPP’s office by Sir Anerood 

Jugnauth (SAJ) at a Press Conference on Wednesday the 18th 

April, 2012, The Director of the Public Prosecutions (DPP) has 

told a private radio that the DPP’s office is an institution that 

operates in total independence. Mr Satyit Boolell said that the 

decision whether to prosecute or not in the MedPoint case would 

be taken according, in an independent and impartial manner, as is 

always the case with any other criminal case. He added that the 

ICAC has not yet submitted the MedPoint file to his office. SAJ 

had earlier defended his son, Pravin Jugnauth, saying that the latter 

was innocent, and that, if he were the DPP, he would not lodge any 

case. 

 

 

JEWELLERY EXPORTS OF RS 3.5 BILLION 

IN 2011 

Jewellery is now the fourth most important 

segment of our manufacturing sector after textiles, 

sugar and seafood. According to Enterprise 

Mauritius, the jewellery sector employs 3,300 

persons and comprises 28 Export-Oriented 

enterprises. It also includes more than 500 local 

jewelers. In 2011, total jewellery exports amounted 

to Rs 3.5 billion, with our main markets being 

France and USA. 

 

IMPROVEMENT IN WATER SUPPLY 

Our water supply situation is slowly improving especially for the Central 

Plateau region which has been experiencing hard times for several months. This 

much awaited progress is due to the generous amount of rainfall recorded lately. 

At the Cental Water Authority (CWA), a slight improvement in the filling rate 

of reservoirs and rivers has been noted through observation as compared to two 

or three weeks ago. On Monday afternoon the 9th April, 2012, Mare-aux-

Vacoas reservoir recorded a 60% level filled. Moreover the reservoirs Piton du 

Milieu, La Ferme and Mare-Longue display a fill rate of 99.7%, 55.8%, and 

67.4% respectively. Reservoirs Midlands Dam and La Nicolière are filled 100%

by 

AHMAD MACKY

 
The winner of the 128th Loto draw effected on Saturday 14th April, 

2012 is a former pastry seller. Resident of Plaines Wilhems and in 

his fifties, he won the jackpot of Rs 32, 637.88. He went to claim 

his cheque on Monday 16th April, 2012. The lucky winner who has 

claimed anonymity confessed having lived a difficult childhood. He 

now wishes to assure a promising future for his two children. He 

bought his ticket at St Paul Market and his winning numbers were 

all selected in the draw.

CYBERCAFE ROBBERY 

The owner of a Cybercafé found on the first floor of a building at 

Rose-Hill was shocked to see that his premises have been broken 

into. Electric devices and a sum of Rs 12,000 were stolen. The 

amount of the booty is estimated at Rs 100,000

TEMPLE THEFT 

Two copper lamps and electrical cables were stolen from a temple 

at Mount, in Pamplemousses. According to sources, the thugs got 

into the temple by breaking the front door. The value of the booty 

is estimated at Rs 30,000. A man residing at Pamplemousses 

reported the theft to police on Monday. According to him, the theft 

must have taken place between 4 pm on Sunday and 10 am on 

Monday the 16th April, 2012.

JEWELLERY WORTH RS 250,000 STOLEN 

A street vendor residing at Vallée-des-Prêtes, has been victim of a 

theft. On Saturday morning the 19th April 2012 he left his home to 

go to work and his family was also out. On their return back home, 

they did not notice anything suspicious. It was only on Sunday 

morning that they noticed that a sum of Rs 25,000 and his wife’s 

and daughters’ jewelleries worth Rs250,000 were missing.

DEAD BODY FOUND IN POOl 

The dead body of a woman about 38yrs old was found floating in a 

pool in Riambel on Tuesday 10, April. This resident of Cité La 

Brasserie, Curepipe died around 11h. She went camping in Riambel 

and the occupants of the holiday complex were the ones to inform 

the police of the presence of a corpse in their pool. The dead woman 

was a cardiac patient. The post mortem reveals that her death was 

caused by a heart failure.

TSUNAMI ALERT IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 

There was a tsunami alert in the Indian Ocean on Wednesday the 

11th April, 2012 as a result of an earthquake which occurred in 

some parts of the Indonesian island of Sumatra. One Mauritian 

Journalist namely Miss Jane Lutchmaya was at that time in 

Indonesia and informed us, in Mauritius of the impact of that earth 

quakes. The Tsunami alert was removed  12 hours later . 

Mauritius and Rodrigues feared a repetition of 2004 tragedy and all 

precautions were taken by all people. Some people, it was 

reavealed, had even made arrangements to go and live with 

relatives on the high areas. There were fortunately no big waves on 

the coast of Mauritius.

 

GANG OF YOUNGSTERS ROBBED DRIVER 

A driver residing at Chemin Grénier was victim of robbery on 

Tuesday the 10th April, 2012. In his complaint to Beau Bassin 

Police the latter said that he was driving near Pope Henessy street, 

Beau Bassin when a group of ten youngsters assaulted him and 

stole a sum of Rs 2000. The driver was not able to identify the 

thugs.

ASSAULTED WITH IRON BARS 

On Wednesday the 4th April, 2012 in the afternoon, a man residing 

at Roche Bois was returning home on his motorcycle after buying 

vegetables in Port Louis. On his way, he was assaulted by two thugs 

armed with iron bars. Seriously wounded on the face, the victim 

however managed to escape towards the local market from where 

his friends took him to hospital. 

BURGLAR CAUGT RED HANDED 

A man aged 49, and residing at Trou-d’Eau-Douce caught a 

stranger in his yard. After a police investigation, a man aged 59, 

residing at Bambous, was arrested on Tuesday the 3rd April, 2012. 

Jewellery belonging to victims were found at the thug’s house. A 

private car parked at Le Maho street , at Tou-d’Eau-Douce, was 

checked by officers after the suspect confessed having used it to 

commit his crimes. 

CAR BURNED DOWN 

The car of a secretary aged 33 caught fire on Tuesday the 3rd April, 

2012. It was about 12.30 am when the owner, residing at Quatre-

Bornes, saw that her car was on fire. The woman gave a statement 

to Quatre-Bornes police on the same day. The origin of the blaze 

remains unknown. Arson is a probability. Police is investigating.

VALUED ITEMS STOLEN 

Valued objects worth RS400,000 were stolen. Many items namely 

DVD player, a pressure washer, an electric drill and liquor were 

stolen from the residence of a man at Vacoas. The latter complained 

at the police station of his area on Monday the 9th April. He 

claimed that the robbery took place during his absence on Sunday 

the 15th April between 1 pm and 9 pm. The value of objects stolen 

is estimated at RS 400.000 

HALL BURNED DOWN 

A hall located at Shivala Road, Goodlands was destroyed by fire on 

Wednesday afternoon the 11th April, 2012. Alerted, Goodlands 

police and Piton Fire fighters rushed to the scene. All the furniture 

was damaged but fortunately there were no casualties. The source 

of the fire and the value of the damage caused by the fire have not 

yet been determined. According to sources, the hall is used to give 

religious courses to youths during the week-ends. An enquiry has 

been initiated to shed light on the causes of this incident.

CAKES SELLER WINS JACKPOT

Photo: http://www.mmmparty.org/

http://mmmparty.org/lemilitant/images/stories/climedpoint.1.jpg

The Vice Prime Minister Xavier-Luc Duval (left) and Pradeep Petumber, the new 

Deputy Speaker. Photo:Grandbaie.mu 

 

The European Union (EU) has on Tuesday the 3rd April, 2012 

signed an agreement to provide Mauritius with an additional 

amount of EUR 10.2 million of grant funds ( approximately 

MUR 400 million). These funds have been allocated to 

Mauritius for its good performance over the period 2008-2010 

under the 10th European Development Fund, following a Mid 

Term Review conducted in 2011. With this additional 

allocation, the total EDF envelope for Mauritius over the period 

2008-2013 now stands at EUR 64.2 million. 

The European Union grants 10.2 million Euros

BRIEF
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Bollywood Spice

Dangerous Ishhq, a thriller that 

impacts with mystery, suspense and 

deception, is directed by acclaimed 

director Vikram Bhatt, who in 2010 

wowed cinema audiences the world-

over when he pioneered the 

stereoscopic 3D film genre in India 

with his hit film Haunted – 3D. The 

film was also Hindi cinema’s first 3D 

project and became the highest 

grossing Hindi horror film of all time 

making RS: 270 million (£3.24 million) 

at the box office. 

  

The film stars Karisma Kapoor, Rajniesh 

Duggall, Jimmy Shergill, Divya Dutta 

with a musical score by India’s man of 

the moment Himesh Reshammiya. The 

soundtrack features the melodic voices 

of esteemed artists such as Rahat Fateh 

Ali Khan. 

Dangerous Ishhq, India’s first 

3D project

The city of Chandigarh in 

North India was charmed by 

the Bhangra buzz of 

internationally acclaimed 

group RDB when they 

performed in the city for the 

Super Fight League’s (SFL) 

second fight night. 

 

SFL, which had its first 

event in Mumbai, also had 

performers like Mehak 

Chahal and Malaika Arora 

Khan at its Chandigarh fight 

night. RDB performed some 

of their legendary hit tracks 

such as ‘Singh is Kinng’, 

‘Shera Di Kaum’ and all-

time favourite chart buster 

‘Aloo Chat’. 

 

The audience were gripped 

and on their feet while the 

band interacted with the 

audience. RDB have been 

frequent visitors to India and 

have performed at various 

high-profile events. The 

band is slated to compose 

music for yet another film 

post their ‘Chaar din ki 

Chandni’ outing. RDB has 

even confessed to love the 

music in India and that they 

would love to compose music 

in more films. 

 

Surj, a member of the band 

said, “We love Indian cinema 

and its energy. The whole 

vibe is so festive. Composing 

tracks for Hindi 

films is great as 

there is so much 

to play with. 

Different genes, 

d i f f e r e n t 

scenarios. It’s 

just some crazy 

e n e r g y . ” 

Speaking about 

their latest 

performance at 

SFL, Surj adds, 

“We had a great 

time performing 

at SFL. It was a 

great night with 

superb action 

and a lot of 

Masti. We love 

performing in 

India and are 

looking forward 

to more such 

e n t e r t a i n i n g 

performances.”

BOLLYWOOD HIT MAKERS RDB PACK A 

PUNCH IN PUNJAB, INDIA 

Box Office Smash-Hit Housefull 2 Marks 

Bollywood Superstar Akshay Kumar’s Biggest 

Film Opener to Date 

Housefull 2: The Dirty Dozen has become 

Bollywood superstar Akshay Kumar’s biggest 

film opener to date globally, generating just under 

a staggering £500,000 at the UK box office alone 

when it released in the UK on 5th April 2012. The 

film is already the second highest opener in India 

this year. 

Raving about Akshay Kumar’s performance are 

top film critics and audiences alike. Bollywood 

critic Taran Adarsh said: “Sajid Khan comes up 

with a film full of joviality, frolic and merriment. 

There’s no denying that the motive is to make you 

laugh and this movie makes you break into 

guffaws on several occasions.” 

Adarsh adds: “I have often said that you can put 

in writing the most hilarious dialogue in the 

world, but at the end of the day, humor is all about 

delivery on screen and Akshay delivers and how! 

He fits the character like a glove and delivers a 

scintillating act, illuminating every scene that he 

appears in.” 

NDTV said of the film: “The plot, characters and 

situations keep the chuckle fest vibrant and alive 

and the audience can't help getting infected by the 

non-stop party mood.” 

An excited Sajid Khan who directed the film 

tweeted to his fans: “All screens are going 

Housefull. I attribute a major part of its success to 

Akshay. He has been a superstar for the last eight 

years or so and will be one for many more years to 

go. The best thing about the film is that Akshay's 

work has been appreciated and this film is 

Akshay's biggest hit overseas." 

Sealing his reputation as the true king of 

comedy, Housefull 2 – The Dirty Dozen is a 

classic family film, with something to entertain all 

ages, with its blend of quirky comedy, hilarious 

mix-ups and some seriously hardcore action 

sequences. When it comes to action films with a 

quirky, entertaining and rib-tickling comedy twist, 

Icon Akshay Kumar is the perfect strongman with 

a soft comic centre. The high-kicking, all action 

hero of mega cinematic hits such as Singh Is 

Kinng, Welcome, Namastey London, De Dana 

Dhan and Desi Boyz, is entertaining audiences 

across the globe once more in Housefull 2: The 

Dirty Dozen. 

Housefull 2 sees the ever-versatile and talented 

Akshay Kumar alongside a medley of stars 

including his leading lady in the film Asin who 

performs the role of the vibrant ‘Sandy Henna’, 

the sultry Jacqueline Fernandez, comedy king-pin 

Riteish Deshmukh, and John Abraham in a role as 

you’ve never seen him before! Bollywood item 

queen Malaika Arora Khan brings the house down 

with a smoldering song performance – ‘Anarkali 

Disco Chali  . The all-star film also features a bevy 

of uber famous names of yesteryear, including 

legendary brothers Rishi and Randhir Kapoor, 

Boman Irani, Johnny Lever and the dancing 

genius of ace groover Mithun Chakraborty. 

2012 will be the year of the Kumar, as celluloid 

superstar Akshay is set to top box office ratings 

once again with a string of hit films, starting with 

Housefull 2, and other starrers such as Rowdy 

Rathore, Joker, Khiladi 786, Special Chabbis and 

Once Upon A Time in Mumbaai.

No, this isn't the formative moment in which the classic 

British crime-fighting team got together. Don't be too 

disappointed though: instead, it's quite possibly the 

biggest, brashest, and most powerful superhero lineup 

ever put together on the big screen.  

Marvel's Avengers Assemble, released nationwide 

from Friday April 27th, was originally called The 

Avengers, until it was deemed unwise to share a name 

with the 60s spy franchise. The producers would have 

probably pulled it off though, as the film is a comic book 

festival, and this kind of fare is the mainstream 

audience's box office genre-du-jour, if ticket sales are 

anything to go by. 

So. The Incredible Hulk, Iron Man, Thor, Captain 

America, Hawkeye and Black Widow all appear on the 

same reel. Most people will be familiar with the first 

four, as each spawned their own big budget adaptation 

in relatively recent years. As for Hawkeye (Jeremy 

Renner), in the comics he's otherwise known as Clint 

Barton, an orphaned expert archer who was inspired to 

fight crime by the actions of Iron Man.  

Unfortunately, he was mistaken for a criminal and 

hunted down, which is where Black Widow (Scarlett 

Johansson) comes in. Meeting the spidery femme fatale, 

A.K.A. Natalia "Natasha" Romanova, he was seduced 

into fighting against the very man who first prompted 

him to attempt to do something good.  

This confusion was shortlived, as he woke up, wised 

up, and joined the Avengers - an elite team of 

superheroes. As for the mysterious lady, she started out 

as something of a Russian spy with a deadly agenda, 

before defecting to work as a 'freelance crimefighting 

type'.  

It's not clear what one of those is really, but now we're 

all on the same page things should make a little more 

sense.  

Avengers Assemble sees Nick Fury (Samuel L. 

Jackson) in an awkward spot, with an unexpected enemy 

suddenly threatening the existence of life on Earth. 

Obviously, as the Director of international peacekeeping 

agency S.H.I.E.L.D. he has to make a fast decision, and 

so begins a truly demanding recruitment process which 

results in the aforementioned superhero dream team 

coming together.  Of the heroes - the Hulk (Mark 

Ruffalo), Iron Man (Robert Downey Jnr), Captain 

America (Chris Evans), Thor (Chris Hemsworth), and 

the two aforementioned newcomers - some are reluctant 

to get involved, others more forthcoming.  

All have retained their powers though, which is good, 

because in the sequences that follow they certainly need 

them.There's no denying that it's spectacular stuff, but 

you'd expect it for a budget rumoured to be close to the 

$300m mark. What's important, at least for the studios, 

is that it's also thoroughly entertaining, and when a film 

focuses on people with superhuman abilities and CGI 

effects it can only be judged comparatively with other 

genre pieces, against which it holds up more than 

respectably.  

Recommended, albeit with one word of warning: this 

really must be seen on the big screen.Photo Credit: 

Captain America (Chris Evans) by Zade Rosenthal  

Cinema:  

Avengers Assemble 
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New political party: 

Ralliement Citoyen 

pour la Patrie

The last month saw the creation of a new political party in 

Mauritius. The RCP was born out of the ‘Club Des Militants’, an 

online forum of expatriates living abroad, mostly France and the 

UK. 

President Parvez Dookhy told a press conference that the 

objectives of the party was to place the real debate on the genuine 

interests of the people and not on those of party cronies as 

represented by the traditional parties. Mr Dookhy who is a lawyer 

by profession defined the values and ideology of the RCP as one 

of militant patriotism. 

The ideals of the party are based on the principles of patriotism 

and citizen commitment. 

The RCP presents itself as contrasting with the traditional parties 

in that they do not have a leader. They will not be having mass 

public gatherings but will be going towards the youth, students 

and other vulnerable groups to pass their message. Thus, they 

intend to raise debates on issues of national interest. 

The party will be organised through 21 branches across the island 

representing the electoral constituencies and one for Rodrigues. 

They will also have a branch for Mauritians living abroad. Their 

headquarters is at Curepipe and they will have as their symbol a 

chess board. 

MMM-MSM warns Ramgoolam 
of massive demonstration  

Both leaders of the MMM-MSM remake 2000, Sir 

Anerood Jugnauth (SAJ) and Paul Bérenger have 

warned the Ramgoolam government at a press 

conference on Saturday 18th August, 2012, that should 

the government thinks of postponing the Local 

Government elections (Municipal elections) again, a big 

political demonstration would be held across the 

country. 

According to Sir Anerood Jugnauth, Leader of the 

MMM_MSM remake 2000, the government is trying 

again to violate our democracy by depriving the citizens 

of a local government election which was due 3 years 

ago. SAJ has renewed his demand for PM Ramgoolam 

and his government to organize both Village and 

Municipal Urban local government elections as soon as 

possible. He said that it is important to amend the 

constitution to prevent the postponement of local 

government elections as it is the case for general 

elections. 

As for Paul Bérenger, he said that all temptations to 

postpone the local government elections (Municipal 

elections) is revolting and will provoke inevitably a big 

political demonstration in the country. “People will be 

on the streets  protesting “ 

SAJ, the leader of the remake 2000 has reminded the 

press on that Saturday, that he has a duty facing the 

nation and that he will maintain his engagement. “ I 

have resigned from my function as President of the 

Republic with the sole objective to clean the country 

from fraud and corruption and to redress the economy 

as well as to combat poverty, social injustice and bring 

back lost values. I intend to consolidate also our 

national unity.” He said. 

As for Bérenger he said that the remake 2000 is created 

to mop the country and to put back the economy at its 

best level. He also said that lately the economic 

situation in Mauritius keeps going down hill fastly and 

is deteriorating to a bankruptcy point. Bérenger has 

condemned both PM Ramgoolam and his government 

for constantly ruining this country. He said the sooner 

Ramgoolam gives us a general election, the better it will 

be for both country and people.

More deaths  

than births as from 2030

“Cancer, diabetes, heart diseases are the common health 

complications that will affect more and more Mauritians” said 

Lormus Bundhoo, Minister of Health at the opening function of 

the new Vacoas Area Health Centre on Friday the 17th August, 

2012. 

“The figures are very alarming. 1800 cases of cancers are 

recorded annually. It is a disease that kills 1000 persons every 

year. 1 out of 2 Mauritian is diabetic or pre-diabetic” said the 

Minister of Health.  

The Minister said that hospital centres across the island perform 

about 800 heart surgeries, 7000 angiographies and angioplasties as 

well as 250 limb amputations annually 

 He said that concerning physical activities among our youngsters 

aged between 13 and 15, a recent study reveals that only 32.7% 

are active at least 60 minutes daily. 40.6% of these youngsters 

spent 3 hours every day watching TV, and playing video-games or 

practiced certain game in a state of immobility.

TIT BITS NEWS FROM MAURITIUS by Ahmad Macky  

The Tea Board, the regulatory body for tea cultivation in Mauritius will 

cease operations due to continuous losses. Its employees and its services 

will be integrated into the Department of Agro-Industry. Procedures for 

closure have already been initiated and the Tea Industry Control Act of 

1975 will be repealed. About 1,620 acres of land are currently under tea 

cultivation in Mauritius and 1,346 farmers are registered with the Board. 

In 2011, 1,663 tons of black tea were produced for an estimated Rs 285 

million. Of these, 38 tonnes were exported mainly to France and Réunion 

for an amount of Rs 9.7 million. 

TEA BOARD CEASES OPERATIONS 
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After 114 entries from 11 countries, the first APT Asian Series 

event held outside Asia became a local Islands’ event with the 

final table consisting of three players from Mauritius, one from 

Seychelles and six from Reunion Island. 

After seven hours of non-stop action which saw the chip lead 

change numerous times, two locals were left standing: Danny Cho 

and Bruno Tadebois both from Mauritius with equal number of 

chips in front of them to do heads-up battle for the prestigious 

APT title. 

With the Main Event offering a total prize pool of € 89,740, it 

meant that one player would leave with the APT Champion’s 

Trophy, valuable Player of the Year points and € 22,840 in cash. 

The 2nd place finisher would walk away having some consolation 

of € 13, 400 deposited in his pocket. 

But it was not until the first hand of round 28 with the blinds at 

25k-50k and antes at 5k, and after almost ten hours of final table 

play, when Cho raised to 100,000 on pre-flop and was 

immediately re-raised all in by Tadebois. Eventually the call came 

from both players tabled  from Cho and Tadebois. And the latter 

won the final hand  

 

!

Mauritian wins first APT Asian series 
held outside of Asia

Bruno Tadebois 

35,000 infected with hepatitis 

 Around 35,000 Mauritians are infected with hepatitis B or C 

according to official government figures, which is alarming. The 

treatment of this disease which can cost up to Rs 500,000 per 

case is inaccessible to the general public. 

Third Eye project for traffic 

surveillance 

A new traffic surveillance called the Third Eye project is to be 

implemented soon to strengthen existing systems and promote safe 

and responsible driving. Under the project the Police traffic 

officers would use mobile technology, like smart phones equipped 

with specialized and secure software to capture evidence of 

violations of traffic rules and regulations.  

DNA sample collection from all ex-

Legends hotel 

A special squad from the Central Criminal Investigation 

Department has finished collecting DNA samples from the Ex-

Legends now Lux hotel 465 employees. The decision was taken 

to test them after the government gave in to international 

pressure to re-open the case of Irish icon Michaela Harte who 

was murdered while on honeymoon at the hotel. 

The general crime level in Mauritius has gradually declined from 

2008 to 2011, according to figures released last month by the 

Statistics Office in Port-Louis. Citing official police figures, the 

Office indicated that while overall offences decreased from 

54,000 to 44,800, thefts went down from 20,100 to 11,760 cases. 

'From 2010 to 2011, the number of reported offences went down 

for most types of offences ranging from thefts – from 14,220 to 

11,760; intentional homicide from 51 to 45; drug offences from 

3,950 to 3,720; simple assaults from 14,040 to 13,920 but ICT 

related offences and serious sexual offences have gone up,' one 

official at the Statistics Office said.He further indicated that in 

2011, about 25,400 offences investigated by the police were not 

taken to Court - either due to insufficient evidence or because the 

police had not been able to identify the accused or the accused 

have escaped. About 19,600 persons were arrested in the course 

of criminal investigation in 2011, down from 26, 900 in 2010, the 

Office said.

Mauritius: Criminal offences 

decline in Mauritius

by Panapress
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TIT BITS NEWS FROM MAURITIUS by Ahmad Macky  

HAPPY NEWS FOR 
HEALTH CARE 
ASSISTANTS 
 
Some twenty Healthcare Assistants 

(HCA) have been promoted to Ward 

Assistants, after three years of struggle. 

They had contested the fact that, in 

2009, they were not promoted to that 

post in spite of their seniority. They 

claimed that HCAs with only a few 

years of service had been promoted 

back then. This prompted some HCAs 

supported by their union, to lodge a 

case in court. However , they eventually 

withdrew their complaint because no 

negotiations could take place while the 

matter was subjudice. They preferred to 

return to the negotiating table with the 

Ministry of Health and this led to this 

happy outcome for the HCAs

COUNCIL OF 
RELIGIONS REACTS 
 
The Council of Religion has issued a 

communiqué in the aftermath of the 

controversial article written by 

Darlmah Naeck in Le Defi Quotidien 

last week. the Council deemed it 

necessary to comment on this issue 

since the article talked about the 

Church, which is a member of the 

Council of Religions. In its 

communiqué, the Council reminded 

that such types of articles are likely to 

disturb social harmony. It further 

stated that it took note of the 

apologies tendered by the Defi Media 

group and qualified it as a good step 

in the right direction. It concluded by 

quoting what Nobel Prize Winner 

JMG Leclezio prefaced in Issa 

Asgarally’s book “L’Interculturel ou 

la guerre”

SEYCHELLES AND MAURITIUS 
RENEW CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE PACT 
 

The Minister for Arts and Culture, Mookesswur 

Choonee was in Seychelles at the invitation of the 

Seychelles Minister for Tourism and Culture. Alain St 

Ange . This is the second visit of Minister Choonee to 

Seychelles since taking office in 2010 as Minister of 

Arts & Culture. His first trip to Seychelles was in 2010 

as the guest of honour for the October Creole Festival. 

During his three-day official visit in Seychelles 

Minister Chonee called on President James Michel at 

State House, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Jean Paul 

Adam and took part in the 15th August Feast of 

Assumption on La Digue, known as Lafet La Digue. He 

left Seychelles on Wednesday. The main item on his 

agenda was the signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding on Cultural exchanges in the presence of 

the Ambassador Maurice Loustau-Lalanne, the 

Principle Secretary of the Seychelles Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs.

CHINESE BUSINESS FORUM 
6TH SEPTEMBER 2012 
 

The Federation of Chinese Societies of Mauritius (FCS) is 

organizing the 3rd Edition of World Chinese Conference 

from 6 to 9 September 2012 on the theme: The Chinese 

Diaspora in the Shaping of the Modern World. About 800 

delegates and top leaders from all around the globe are 

expected to attend. The main objectives are to Strengthen 

Friendship and Promote Cultural Exchanges, Cooperation 

and Development. The Government of Mauritius and the 

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Mauritius 

will also collaborate in the organization of these events. 

The  conference will be opened by the Prime Minister Dr 

Navin Ramgoolam on 6 September and the Business 

forum by Finance Minister Xavier Luc Duval. The 

participation fee for the business event is only Rs 2, 500 

per person for local delegates. Interested parties may 

contact the FCS Secretariat, Ms Irene Kwan, by email at 

irenekwan638@gmail.com for further info. 

Mauritian textile exhibited in London and Paris 

After the London Garment Expo held from 29 to 31 August at the Islington Business Design Centre, just after the Olympics, Enterprise 

Mauritius has planned the participation of local textile and clothing operators in two other trade shows – the Texworld/Apparel Sourcing 

– Paris and the Zoom by Fatex – Paris from 17 to 20 September 2012, and the Fast Fashion Tour – London, 23rd-24th October 2012. The 

London Garments Expo has encompassed an array of alluring menswear, ladieswear, lingerie and swimwear from both British and 

International designers, brands, labels and manufacturers.  

The Texworld Paris, one of the largest concentrations of International exhibitors in Europe, offers a good opportunity for Mauritian 

suppliers to showcase their apparel production to international buyers. The Zoom by Fatex, held twice yearly in Paris, is visited by 

professionals and decision takers of the industry and is recommended mainly for SMEs as buyers attending this particular fair focus mainly 

on small volumes and quick turnarounds. 

The Fast Fashion Tour in London brings together the top fast fashion players and fabric manufacturers under the same roof. It offers a 

good opportunity for Mauritian suppliers to showcase their apparel production capabilities to a large number of buyers. 

News Digest

Postcodes introduced all over island by end of 2013 
 

A user-friendly national postcode project has been successfully 

implemented on a pilot basis at Lallmatie, Bon Accueil and Brisée 

Verdière from January to March. The project has been extended to 

Vacoas, Rivière des Anguilles, Triolet, Trois Boutiques and 

Rodrigues and will cover the whole island by the end of 2013. 

Postcode a

A regional Pravasi Bharatya Divas in October 

 

A mini or regional Pravasi Bharatya Divas (PBD) will be held in 

Mauritius from 26 to 28 October 2012 in Mauritius.  The PBD is 

a platform for discussing issues that concern the Indian Diaspora 

which is being held annually in India since 2003. It is organized 

by the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs, Government of India 

with the aim of integrating the expertise of the Indian overseas 

community with the development processes of India and to 

promote understanding between the Indian Diaspora and India. 

Regional PBDs are organized since 2007, then hosted by New 

York, in 2008 it was in Singapore, 2009 in The Hague, Durban in 

2010 and Toronto in 2011. The concept of mini regional PBD is 

based on requests received from various regions to organize it 

outside India and to let the Indian Diaspora in the region benefit 

from deliberations. The Mauritian regional PBD will be a unique 

occasion for local businessmen to do their networking and for 

people of non-Indian origin to know India better. 

Infotech 2012 on September 13 to 16 at SVICC  

 

Infotech 2012 will be held at Swami Vivekananda International 

Conventional Centre (SVICC) in Pailles on September 13 to 16. 

A source from the National Computer Board which is organizing 

the event, more than 80% stands have already been booked within 

hours. For this 19th edition more than 85,000 visitors are 

expected. 

Financial services Ombudsperson bill by end of 2012  

 

By the end of 2012, a bill will be presented in Parliament making 

provision for an Ombudsperson in the financial services sector. 

The Ombudsperson will cover the full range of financial services 

to ensure consumer protection in the insurance, banking or any 

other financial service sector. The Ombudsperson will be in 

charge of the issues pertaining to bank charges often considered 

excessive.  

Helpline Mauritius operational this month 
 

The online counselling service, ‘Helpline Mauritius’, which is 

dedicated to children and young people will be operational this 

month on a pilot basis. The operational and functional service of 

this project was presented to Halley, a non-governmental 

organization (NGO) which is also the initiator of the website. 

Many institutions have contributed to make this service a free 

one. ‘Helpline Mauritius’ will include a hotline, the 134, advice 

by e-mail and instant chat via the website: 

www.helplinemauritius.org The service will be open to Mauritians 

and Rodriguans who would wish to speak with a counselor online. 

Family Migration to the UK  

New sets of changes 

A set of changes to the Immigration Rules were announced by the 

Government on 11th June 2012. These were laid before the 

Parliament on 13th June 2012 and most of the new rules came into 

force on 9th July 2012. 

This article can only highlight some of the more significant 

changes which include: • introducing a new minimum income 

threshold of £18,600 for sponsoring the settlement in the UK of a 

spouse or partner, or fiancé(e) or proposed civil partner of non-

European Economic Area (EEA) nationality, with a higher 

threshold for any children also sponsored; £22,400 for one child 

and an additional £2,400 for each further child; 

• extending the minimum probationary period for settlement for 

non-EEA spouses and partners from two years to five years, to test 

the genuineness of the relationship; 

• abolishing immediate settlement for the migrant spouses and 

partner where a couple have been living together overseas for at 

least 4 years, and requiring them to complete a 5 year probationary 

period; 

• from October 2013, requiring all applicants for settlement to pass 

the Life in the UK Test and present an English language speaking 

and listening qualification at B1 level or above of the Common 

European Framework of Reference for Languages unless they are 

exempt; and  

• allowing adult and elderly dependants to settle in the UK only 

where they can demonstrate that, as a result of age, illness or 

disability, they require a level of long-term personal care that can 

only be provided by a relative in the UK, and requiring them to 

apply from overseas rather than switch in the UK from another 

category, for example as a visitor.A set of changes to the 

Immigration Rules were announced by the Government on 11th 

June 2012. These were laid before the Parliament on 13th June 

2012 and most of the new rules came into force on 9th July 2012. 

 This article can only highlight some of the more significant 

changes which include: 

• introducing a new minimum income threshold of £18,600 for 

sponsoring the settlement in the UK of a spouse or partner, or 

fiancé(e) or proposed civil partner of non-European Economic 

Area (EEA) nationality, with a higher threshold for any children 

also sponsored; £22,400 for one child and an additional £2,400 for 

each further child; 

• extending the minimum probationary period for settlement for 

non-EEA spouses and partners from two years to five years, to test 

the genuineness of the relationship; 

• abolishing immediate settlement for the migrant spouses and 

partner where a couple have been living together overseas for at 

least 4 years, and requiring them to complete a 5 year probationary 

period; 

• from October 2013, requiring all applicants for settlement to pass 

the Life in the UK Test and present an English language speaking 

and listening qualification at B1 level or above of the Common 

European Framework of Reference for Languages unless they are 

exempt; and 

• allowing adult and elderly dependants to settle in the UK only 

where they can demonstrate that, as a result of age, illness or 

disability, they require a level of long-term personal care that can 

only be provided by a relative in the UK, and requiring them to 

apply from overseas rather than switch in the UK from another 

category, for example as a visitor. 

 

Dimple Dahliah 

Solicitor 

Portway Solicitors
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The medal count is over and tears of joy and heartbreak 

have been shed.  For two weeks athletes from 204 different 

countries brought  their unique culture, taste bud and 

religion to these shores. Together they lived in international 

harmony in the mini multi-cultural society known as the 

Olympic Village. Despite their differences, they strove to 

understand each other through sport.  This brought to mind 

the philosophy of Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of the 

Modern Olympic Movement.  He believed that the 

Olympics was not simply about sporting excellence, but 

about developing a set of values - respect, excellence and 

friendship.  

  Olympians are an inspiring bunch. Their dedication, their 

sacrifice, their pain, in order to excel in their chosen sport 

shows true determination and we, the spectators are the 

beneficiaries of their devotion. 

  Hosting the games was a great opportunity for London to 

shine. With the eyes of the world looking at the city, many 

events were organised for the foreign press, to show that 

London is slick, innovative and fun. A cultural centre that 

can stimulate economic growth and prosperity.  

These media events which I attended were much more than 

entertainment, it was an opportunity to showcase to the 

international press the history, diversity and culture of this 

beautiful city.  Some outings were to attractions that are 

already well known worldwide and others are destinations 

that are gaining in popularity up the richter scale of the 

must-do, must-see while in the capital.  
The London Borough of Tower 

Hamlets 
  It was an ambitious plan to rejuvenate the East End of 

London, an area that had been neglected for decades and 

to stage the games here. But for residents of Tower 

Hamlets their borough has always been full of history 

and character, many of which the passing tourist may not 

be aware of. It is famous for the Tower of London, the 

foundry that cast the famous Liberty Bell and for having 

more street markets than any other place in town.  Now 

known as the gateway to the Games, Tower Hamlets 

welcomes you to take a moment to look at what was once 

a hidden part of London.    

  On the day that saw the British female rowers win the 

first gold for GB, I and others were waiting outside the 

Whitechapel Gallery - famous for showcasing the works 

of Picasso, Pollock, Hockney and other renowned artists 

- to begin a walking tour of the area. 

  Our guide, Graham Barker, knows the East End like the 

back of his hand and took us on a leisurely walk, 

unravelling the borough's rich cultural history and 

hidden nooks and crannies. We visited churches, 

synagogues and mosques, a reflection of the immigrants 

who came to settle here.  Not only are these walking 

tours informative, but as Graham says: "It is also a  

proactive approach to managing your health and 

wellbeing.  Walking can give you an all-round lift, for 

mind, body and soul." 

  Walk East, is a not-for-profit social enterprise based in 

Tower Hamlets.  Each year, a chunk of the profits are 

donated to support tree-planing and environmental 

projects in East London.   

www.walkeast.org 

Curry Capital 2012 

  It is official that curry has overtaken fish and chips as a 

favourite British meal. Brick Lane, in the centre of the East 

End is a vibrant street, synonymous with Indian cuisine.  

Declared Curry Capital 2012, every year a festival is held 

here to select a winning curry house.  This year, the Times 

Newspaper and the Mayor of Tower Hamlets were 

unanimous in awarding Masala restaurant, the winning 

prize.  India may have taken 6 medals home from the 

Olympics.  Two silver and four bronze.  One gold remains 

here, around the neck of Masala chef, S.Oliahmed 

Shakespeare's   

A Midsummer Night's Dream 

  The disbelief and elation on Mo Farah's face when he 

won the gold in the men's 10,000m, coincided with a 

visit to this outdoor theatre.  As we took our seats under 

the open sky, with a cool evening wind blowing gently, 

little did we know that the two tatty caravans on the stage 

were the props and the construction workers hanging 

around were the actors. Set in a gypsy community, The 

New Shakespeare Company's adaptation of this comedic 

play was as unpredictable as the weather.    

  Every summer, plays are staged here that are so unique 

and extraordinary, it is bound to leave a look of disbelief 

and elation on the face of the audience. 

 

Mind The Gap Tours 

  The day, gold medallist, Sir Chris Hoy of GB celebrated 

his track cycling victory in the velodrome, I waited with 

some uneasiness to start a bicycle tour arranged for the 

press. It has been years since I was last on a bicycle but 

I need not have worried.  We collected our brand new 

vintage-looking bikes at Richmond and began a gentle 

cycle through this historic town, winding our way along 

river banks and rural settings towards Hampton Court, 

the magnificent home of Henry VIII.  Along the way we 

stopped at riverside pubs and local eateries.  John, our 

guide was a mine of information and we all came away 

having discovered something new about England and 

our hidden ability to cycle. 

www.mindthegaptours.com      
 

Men's Beach Volleyball Finals 

 I wouldn't be able to say I was at the Olympics if I didn't  

go to see at least one Olympic sport.  But I did wonder 

as we all sat in the rain in Horse Guards Parade in front 

of Buckingham Palace, why I had chosen to see this 

particular sport, which is hardly ever played in this 

country.  As the rules of the game were explained, I 

realised I was not the only one in the crowd with little or 

no knowledge of this sport usually played under the 

glaze of a warm sun.  Still, I was happy to be there, cold 

and wet, the first time ever to see an Olympic sport with 

my own eyes.  Rain was not to dampen the spirit of the 

crowd as they cheered for their favourite team, made 

waves and applauded.   

  Germany took the gold, Brazil the silver and Latvia the 

bronze.  But, if gold medals were given for the most 

enthusiastic spectators, we would have won hands down.  

 “London has raised the bar on how to deliver a lasting 

legacy. This great historical city has created a legacy 

blueprint for future Games hosts.”  Great words from 

,Jacques Rogge, International Olympic Committee 

President, but this Olympics has become a driving force 

to get Brits off the couch and into active sport. So, watch 

out Rio and roll on 2016! 

 

 

Post Olympics 

and other events  

Tamsin Carroll as Titania and Waylon Jacobs as Moth-1. Photo Johan Persson

Sanjay Sungkur 
An outstanding 

driving instructor 
 
 

Sanjay Sungkur from London Bridge 

is a happy man. He can boast up by 

saying that three of his driving 

students passed the pratical driving 

test without any mistakes. A “faultless 

performance” which is quite rare 

achievement. Sanjay said: “ It is a 

wonderful achievement and it was 

acknowledged by the Driving 

Standard agency and many other 

motoring organisations.”  Sanjay 

Sungkur has also obtained his master 

in Driving Instructions from 

Middlesex University early this year. 

He is actually working for the British 

School of Motoring and is willing to 

assist anyone who are interested in 

taking driving lessons. [mail: 

sanjay.sungkur@gmail.com]

 

We have the right people  

for you! 

 
The Mru Independent Adjudicators has qualified and experienced staff in 

the field of Employment Law, Health Care Law, Adjudication and 

Mediation, Nursing/Social Care and Management, Service Auditing. 

Call the MIA now! 
Ask for Vijay 07921-073214  

Mru Independent 
 

Do you manage a Care/Nursing 

Home? 

Do you employ staff and deal with 

disciplinary procedures? 

Do you feel harassed or bullied by 

CQC Inspectors? 

Do you need procedure and 

process advice? 

Do you need service auditing? 

Do you manage a Care/Nursing Home...
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The High Commissioner hosts the Mauritian Olympics team
The reception was hosted at the High Commission to mark the Olympic and 

Paralympics games in the UK and to honour the courage that the Mauritian 

Team has showed during the Games.The party started with warm welcome by 

the Mauritian Sports Minister, Devanand Rittoo and Mauritian High 

Commissioner Abhimanu Mahendra Kundasamy. This was followed by a 

cocktail during which the athletes and their families had the opportunity to 

speak to the minister and members of the press. The Mauritian High 

Commissioner praised the efforts of all athletes that were engaged in the 

games expressing his delight at the opportunity to welcome them at the High 

Commission. Mahendra Kundasamy said that the eyes of the world have been 

on them during the Olympics games and that “Mauritius is proud of them” 

even if they did not bring a medal back home. Devenand Rittoo has asked the 

athletes to focus on the future now that the games are over.” You have to focus 

on the Commonwealth Games 2014 in Scotland and there are the Rio Games 

coming too. The London 2012 has proven that the Mauritian athletes have the 

potential to do great things and we will continue to support them.”  

 

 

The Honourable Minister of Sports and Heather Arseth

 

The Mauritian delegation with the Mauritian Sports Minister, Devanand Rittoo and Mauritian 

High Commissioner Abhimanu Mahendra Kundasamy 

z

Fabienne St Louis (Triathlon) and her coach. 

Jivan Beeharry of Morcellement St. Andre, Mauritius 

completed his shifts working as a London  Ambassador 

(Flying Squad) at Canary Wharf and Stansted Airport. As the 

face of London “I was able to welcome visitors from all over 

the world to London 2012. It was a really satisfying and 

memorable experience.” 

Jivan Beeharry, “the London 

Ambassador” 

Waisaal’s golden moment

It was not only Olympians who were in quest for gold during 

the London Games. Waisaal Peerbaccus got her golden 

opportunity to escort Chinese Boxing Gold Medallist to gate 

room on his way back to China. Waisaal works as Airport 

Security Officer at Gatwick Airport. “We get to meet a lot of 

celebrities walking through the Airport, but this is special”, 

she said proudly sharing the gold medal.

Bedford International Athletics Stadium on the occasion of the opening ceremony of Bedford's official 

Olympic Live site. Marla is seen with a "paralympian" who will be using BIAS as a training base, and 

with Iva Barr, who joined Bedford Harriers in her 60's, ran the first ever London marathon in a pair of 

plimsolls bought from BHS and is still running at the age of 84. Both these girls carried the Olympic 

torch. As can be seen from the shots of the flags, although Mauritius is a small country, she has a large 

heart, and more flags than most other natiions!  

Flags parade at Bedford International Athletics Stadium
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The Bourne legacy is not a sequel but a parallel film to 

the original Bourne trilogy. The rogue field agent 

Jason Bourne has blown the lid off the government’s 

brutal secret operations. Many are now compromised 

including one cold outcome in which biomedical 

technology has been used to create enhanced super 

soldiers. The CIA decides to control the infection as 

they call it by killing the soldiers but one, Number 5 as 

he is too smart and capable to die. 

 Jeremy Renner as Aaron Cross is terrific. He is strong, 

cunning, determined and has just the right hint of 

vulnerability. You believe him whether he is taking on 

a wolf with his bare hands or racing on roof tops in 

Manila. Renner’s co-stars both Oscar nominees like 

him also do well. Rachel Weisz plays Martha, a 

scientist who also becomes a government target and 

Edward Norton is Eric Byer, the ruthless head of these 

shadowy government missions. At one point Byer tells 

Aaron “We are morally indefensible and absolutely 

necessary.”  

As in previous films, the story trots around the globe 

with scenes in Karachi, London, Alaska and eventually 

Manila. The action is raw and urgent. Directed by 

Tony Gilroy who wrote the original trilogy skilfully 

recreates a sense of dread but there is also a sense of 

familiarity prevailing the whole film. We’ve seen it all 

before – the realistic tone, the frantic scenes in 

headquarters where seemingly civilised men create 

murder and mayhem around the world, the battle 

between one individual and massive government 

machinery, the institutional cynicism, secrecy and 

paranoia. We’re treading all grounds here and yet the 

events are unnecessarily confusing. The basing is slow. 

One needs patience to stay with the plot and connect 

the dots. I think the biggest problem is unlike Jason 

Bourne, Aaron Cross doesn’t have enough of a back 

story, motivation or a character arch. Aside of 

developing a love interest, he doesn’t alter much from 

frame one to the last.  

The Bourne legacy is not as engaging or as thrilling as 

I was hoping it would be. Still I think it’s worth 

watching for Jeremy Renner who combines craft and 

charisma in the best possible way.  

REVIEW

The Bourne Legacy 
by MITHILA SEE  BALUCK, LONDON

Madonna sued for promoting gay 

rights in Russia  

The star during her concert in 

St.Petersburg asked the crowd to 

raise their hands in favour of gays 

and lesbians. Nice gesture, right? 

Yeah...but ILLEGAL! It is against the 

law to promote homosexuality to 

minors in St.Petersburg and there 

were children as young as twelve in 

the audience. Nine activists have 

now filed a suit for 333 million 

rubles ($10.5 million) against the 

pop star, her show's organizer and 

the hall where it was held. Madonna 

has allegedly stomped on an 

Orthodox cross and told her 

audience to raise their pink 

armbands in support of the gay 

community.  The adored star risks 

being charged with hooliganism 

herself if she is not careful but do 

we ever expect The Madonna to bow 

down to authority?!  

 

Kim Kardashian not comfortable 

with her body!   

Despite largely known for her 

luscious figure, Kim has admitted 

recently that she is not completely 

comfortable and happy with her 

figure.  “I’m such a perfectionist. I 

don’t think I’m ever really 

comfortable.” Kim commented about 

her figure. She even revealed one of 

her biggest insecurities that most 

women can relate to: “I still have 

some cellulite.” Now dear Kimmie, 

who on this earth is perfect? Some 

would kill for your famous curves so 

flaunt it woman!  

 

A tensed VMAs this year?  

Things might be a little tensed at 

this year’s MTV Video Music Awards 

as it seems that Rihanna, Chris 

Brown and Drake might all be in 

attendance. Chris and Drake were 

recently involved in a bar brawl that 

is rumoured to have been about 

Rihanna. Not it seems all three stars 

will be present at the function this 

year and on top both guys have 

been nominated in the same 

category.  Let’s hope they keep it 

cool and without any drama!  

WIN A SOUVENIR GUIDE of   

THE MAKING OF HARRY POTTER 

 

Located within huge mustard-coloured hangars lies a world of wizards, 

heroes and villains.  This is the Warner Bros. Studios Leavesden, where 

eight of the Harry Potter films were made and where I had the 

opportunity to take the tour, The Making of Harry Potter.  

For Potter fans and film buffs this is a unique opportunity to go behind-

the-scenes of the most successful film series of all time. Sets, props and 

costumes are there to be peered at and scrutinised.  

Visitors can amble along at their leisure through the Great hall of 

Hogwarts, walk down the cobbles of Diagon Alley and read the titles of the 

books in Dumbledore's office.  

There is so much to see.  4 Privet Drive, Hagrid's motorcycle, the 

Gryffindor dormitory, even the original beds made for Harry and friends 

in the Philosopher's Stone.  Seeing is the key word here, as there is very 

little you can touch or interact with on this tour. 

The Creature Effects workshop which is full of the animatronics used in 

the film seemed to be one of the most popular stops as it was choc-a-bloc 

with people on the day I was there. 

Walking around this 150,000 sq ft area can be thirsty work and I stopped 

to have a glass of the much advertised, over-priced butterbeer, an 

extremely sugary cream soda which gave me my sugar boost for at least a 

week!  Part of the exhibition is outdoors and in this land of rain, it did 

make me wonder what happens when it pelts down? 

Not sure if you would call £28.00 a bargain for an adult ticket, and £21.00 

for a child between the ages of 5 to 15years, even so, you must book your 

tickets in advance and have it to hand to take part in the tour. 

From Watford Junction, you can take a ride on the official Harry Potter 

double deck tour bus to the front doors of the studio. Price of a return 

ticket £2.00.   

www.wbstudiotour.co.uk. 

Read this review and 

answer the question 

below: 

Question:  Name three things you can see on The 

Making of Harry Potter Tour? 

Email your answer together with your name, address and 

telephone number to  

millyknows@gmail.com 

Answers to be received by 28th October 2012 

All entries will be placed into a draw and two winners will be 

chosen.  Good Luck! 
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It’s a Salman khan – Katrina Kaif starrer 

with all that hype and hoopla the movie 

has some expectations to live up to.  This 

movie is Salman’s best since Dabbang. Its 

storyline is powerful, coherent and 

emotions rather than just the usual 

Bollywood masala. Director and co-writer 

Kabir Khan who’s only two films old 

(Kabul Express and New York) takes the 

larger than life Salman Khan and wraps it 

in an engaging story that services it. It 

plays out like a comic- book but if you’re 

willing to put disbelief aside, there’s fun to 

be had.  

Salman is Tiger, a super heroic RAW agent 

who sprints, shoots and crunches bones 

without a glimmer of worry or sweat. He’s 

also smarter than the ISI baddies he’s up 

against, all of which is established in a 

kick-ass opening sequence that has nothing 

to do with the film. But after the gruesome 

and futile first fifteen minutes are over, the 

movie just gets better.    

Tiger is like this half 007 but without 

women who in fact has not taken a leave in 

twelve years and who sees no point in an 

extravagant lifestyle thus managing to 

have a saving of Rs 2.3 Million! But then 

an anti-missile technology mission takes 

him to Dublin where he meets Zoya, played 

by Katrina Kaif. Katrina does not have 

enough to work with but she does her best 

to give some weight to Zoya. Tiger’s steely 

intent succumbs to Zoya’s beguiling smile. 

We move into full bloom romance. Their 

romance is effortless!  

I do not want to reveal the plot but the love 

story does not halt the action. The globe-

trotting continues from Dublin to Istanbul 

to Iraq to Cuba treating us with 

spectacular views. The plot carries on in 

superhuman mode and at one point Tiger 

even stopping a tram with his beastly 

strength. But what’s fun and refreshing is 

that Katrina also kicks butt!  The action, 

choreographed by Markos Rounthwaite 

and Conrad E Palmisano, is spectacular. 

However it does tend to go on and on and 

there are places where I just got exhausted 

with it all. But the worst bits had to be 

when Tiger kept having flashbacks about 

the not so good aspects of his life as a RAW 

agent.  

The film’s music has been given by Sohail 

Sen and guest composer Sajid-Wajid. The 

Mashallah track which was released on its 

own had music lovers grooving to its tunes 

in an instant. Credit needs also be given to 

Katrina for the sensual belly-dancing and 

Bollywood jhatkas she gave to Mashallah. 

The music overall has been widely 

appreciated and awarded four stars.  

Not Kabir Khan’s or Salman Khan’s best 

but Ek Tha Tiger is still good enough to be 

called blockbuster material and is worth 

the queue up outside the multiplexes. It 

does what it sets out to do! Entertain, 

entertain and entertain! And it does so 

with great splendour!  

 

Ek Tha Tiger 

Shahid – Bipasha : What’s brewing? 

BOLLYWOOD GOSSIPS

Shahid and Bipasha’s intensifying friendship has sent tongues 

wagging. Recently the two went for a long drive to khandala. Well, 

we are not trying to imply anything but apparently while on their 

drive, they found out that a shoot was going on. On enquiring, they 

learnt that Nargis Fakhri was shooting there so lovely Bips wanted 

to pop in and say hello to the actress but Shahid stopped her as he 

did not want their drive to become public knowledge! Sorry 

Shahid! Well we don’t mind seeing this reel-life couple becoming a 

real-life one, do we!   

Filing law suits has become a commoner in B-Town. The latest movie to land in trouble is Son of Sardaar 

starring Ajay Devgan and Sonakshi Sinha. The movie which is all set for a Diwali release has been 

threatened to be dragged to court by Chardigarh based lawyer, Navkiran Singh. The latter complains that 

some of the language and jokes used in the movie are targeted at the religious sentiment of the Sikhs. 

Dialogue such as “in case Sardaar would not have been there, then on whom would the jokes be made” is 

said to have to be beeped.  The lawyer has given Devgan seven days before he takes the matter to court.  

Son of Sardaar in trouble 

 

The Asian press was all present at the Courthouse Hotel in Soho, 

London for the launch conference of Roop Kumar Rathod Uk 

tour. Sponsored by Saregama, the tour will take the singer and his 

wife Sunali to Birmingham, Leicester and London on the 8th of 

September. 

Roop and Sonali will reproduce the golden voice of four 

generations of iconic vocalists: Mohammad Rafi, Lata 

Mangeshkar, Talat Mahmood and Noor Jahan. Among the 

repertoires, you will hear the most cherished tunes of the quartet’s 

hits: Chaudvin Ka Chand, O Duniya Ke Rakhwaleh, Lag Ja 

Galeh, Ajeeb Dastaan Hai Yeh, Awaaz De Kahan Hai. 

Roop Kumar told the conference of the centenary celebrations, 

citing Rabindranath Tagore: “Whenever I want to celebrate, I 

sing.” The play-back singer has hits of his own singing for Shah 

Rukh Khan: “Maula Mere Maula” in Anwar and “Tujhmein Rab 

Dikhta Hai of Rab Ne Banadi Jodi. 

Celebrating bollywood 100 years 

Roop Kumar Rathod at the 

Hammersmith Apollo 



169 Tooting High Street, Tooting Broadway 

London SW17 0SY. Telephone 020 3133 0000 .  

Fascimile: 020 8682 0755 
(Nearest Tube Station: Tooting Broadway, Northern Line) 

Specialising in Criminal law (CDS), 24hr police 

station, employment, civil cases (landlord/tenant), 

personal injury, contracts, immigration, conveyancing, family 

matters. 

Raj Law  

(Solicitors / Commissioners of Oaths)

RL001/000

MAURI STORES 

Importers of Mauritian 

 

groceries, veg,

 

Cd’s & Cassettes

MAU001/DB001/20

Supreme Glazing Ltd 
 

Manufacturers & Installers of U.P.V.C., Aluminium 

Double Glazed Replacement Windows, Patio Doors, 

and Residential Doors 

 

710 Lea Bridge Road, Leyton, London E10 6AW 

 

Telephone: 020 8556 0032 Fax 020 8556 1924

Are you  

satisfied with your 

Astrologer?  

if not contact  
Pandit Manoj 

Tiwari 

Panditjee is a Brahmin 

Priest of the world

 famous 

Golden Vishwanath Temple, India. 

Clients worldwide have highly recommended Panditjee to their family 

and friends after they have been amazed by the very personal and 

private information that he has revealed to them about their past, 

present and future. Panditjee is an Astrologer, Palmist, Numerologist, 

Spiritual Healer and a Teacher  of  Philosophy, Meditation and 

Spirituality. He is also expert in Horoscope, Puja, Tantra, Mantras, 

Yantra, and Talisman, and he will prescribe a personal programme for you 

-  including suitable gemstone - to produce prosperity, success, contentment 

and peace of mind. 

Specialising in: Business, Love, Marriage Compatibility, Court Cases, 

Careers, Health, Decision Making, Depression, Discovering True 

Potential, etc. Results guaranteed. call now for an appointment. 

Mobile: 07985 478 515 / Tel: 020 8809 3780 * 

email: panditmanojtiwari@yahoo.co.uk

Advertise your Property, Rooms to Let, and Job 

Vacancies on our website.  For more information, 

email: editor@mauritiusnews.co.uk

WORRIED & DEPRESSED ? 
Any of your problems regarding  marriage, love, health, job, 

 bad luck, examination, immigration, infertility or any other  

type of personal problems can be solved in confidence with 

guaranteed success. Let “Kumar” help and advise you. As he 

has done for thousands of people around the world.  

Established in England since 1968 

RING 020 8802 0457 for an appointment or write:  

Kumar, 289A. High Road, Tottenham, London N15 4RS 

(near Seven Sisters Tube).  Mobile 07956 830626.  Fax 

020 8802 4837 or  email: surinderbatra@aol.com

www.mauristores.com 

Shop from the comfort of your home with Mauri Stores online 

shopping. 

Many Mauritian products available: 

Pickles, Apollo Noodles, Napolitaine, Kraft Cheese, Twisties, 

Dodo Curry Powder, Sutarfin, Dholpuri, 

Pima Petard,Fresh Veg & lots more............. 

Email: shop@mauristores.com 

Tel: 07790 282 479 / 07951 168 419

 
GEMINI MOBILE THERAPIST 

 
Mehendi, Facial, Waxing, Massage,Manicure, Pedicure 

Hair colouring and hair removal. 
  

Gemini  07930188098 
geminiben999@yahoo.com

CHRIS SEEROMBEN & CO 

 

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS & 
REGISTERED AUDITORS 
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CLASSIFIED 
*LEGAL*  *SERVICES* 

*FINANCE & ACCOUNTING*

Services include: AUDIT: Solicitors, 

Limited companies, Charities 

  

TAXATION: Personal tax, Corporation 

tax, VAT & PAYE 

 

Bookkeping & accounts preparation 

Business formation and Company 

Secretarial 

 

 583, Wandsworth Road, London,SW8 

3JD 

Contact: Chris Seeromben FCCA 

07961850842 

chrisseeromben@yahoo.com

*BUSINESSES* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a dynamic, progressive company 
licensed in Mauritius, we identify 

available real estate, customised to suite 
your particular needs and desires - 

wether it be commercial or residential 
purchase of land or property or long term 

rentals. 
  

Hadley Properties Limited 

Thondee Avenue, Mt Ory,  

Moka, Mauritius 

Tel :+230 250 6066 / +230 433 6554 

Fax:+230 454 4526 

Email: info@hadleymu.com 

Web:  http://www.hadleymu.com/ 

  

UK contact 

 Vega 

 01727 769765 / 07939 277464  

 

*AGENDA*

The Executive Committee of the M.T.M.S (U.K ) invites all members 

and devotees to the religious function of GOVINDEN  to be held for 

four Saturdays (22nd and 29th September,6th and 13th October 

2012.The first three saturdays abishegham will start at 6.30 pm and the 

poosai will start at 7.30 pm followed by the distribution of prasadham. 

The venue will be MURUGAN TEMPLE, 200 A, ARCHWAY ROAD, 

HIGHGATE, LONDON N6 5BA. The last Saturday 13.10.2012 

abishegham will start at 6.00 p.m prayers and bhajanum throughout the 

night at the basement floor of the temple. 

All items of donations and flowers for the decoration of Lord KRISHNA 

should be brought to the Temple in the morning on Saturday the 14th 

October 2012.And may I appeal to all devotees wishing to donate their 

time for cooking and general help please arrive early on the day. 

Donations: Cheques should be made payable to MAURITIUS TAMIL 

MAHA SANGAM (U.K) and sent to the treasurer Mr K.SAMINADEN  

133 WOOLWICH ROAD GREENWICH LONDON SE 10 0RJ 

GOVINDEN
*PROPERTIES*

MAURITIUS ESTATE AGENCY

RS 5.3 MILLIONS  (£ 110,000)

FOR SALE AT PEYREYBERE 
In a Prime area, a plot of land of 524 toises. 
Planning permission already obtained for the 
construction of six bungalows according to plan 
drawn by a reputable architect. Suitable for 
anyone who wishes to invest in property 
development in the best holiday resort in the 
north of Mauritius close to resorts like Mont 
Choisy, Grand Baie and Cap Malheureux. 

CONTACT  

MR PAYA CHETTY 
0208889611 

07426733061 
payachetty@yahoo.co.uk

For further information please contact Eric and Katerina 

Roberts on 01246 224 891 

10 Field View, Chatsworth Road, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, 

S40 2FT 

4 bedrooms of which three have wardrobes and one is 

currently used as study.  

Master bedroom (approx 18 feet x 14 feet) has built in 

wardrobes. Leads into separate en-suite shower, bath and 

WC 

Family Bathroom has shower, WC and bidet 

Living room approx 20 feet x 22 feet  

Kitchen includes all fitted appliances and cupboards ie eye 

level oven, fridge/freezer, new dishwasher and new washing 

machine. There is a scullery to the rear and a separate 

drying area 

Covered Terrace is approx 45feet x 16 feet 

Swimming Pool terrace is approx 60ft x 20 feet 

Parking for six cars to front in enclosed courtyard 

Double Garage 

Electric gate   

Can be offered furnished or unfurnished 

SIZE OF LAND 

The house occupies approx 220 toises and the adjacent land 

also is approx 220 toises and is being offered as a package.  

VILLA AND ADJACENT PLOT OF LAND FOR SALE 
AT BALACLAVA -  
MRs 12,000,000  
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Holy Land by Air (8 days) 

Departure Dates 2012 

 19 Oct, 23 Nov 

 from £979 

Lourdes - Nevers - Paris 

 5 & 6 Days by Coach 

 Departure Dates 2012 

 1 June, 29 June, 28 July, 

13Aug 

 from £299.50 

Fatima & Lisbon 

 5 Days by Air 

Departure Dates 2012 

13 Aug for 5 days 

The Feast of the 

Assumption  

Flights + Airport Taxes 

 Coach transfer to the hotel 

 4 nights, 3* hotel 

accommodation 

 Full board meals 

  Optional excursions to 

 Coimbra, Batalah, Nazare 

& Lisbon 

from £499 

KENSINGTON TRAVEL 

26 Thackeray Street, 

London W8 5ET

Reservation: 

 0845 602 7716 

International 

+44 (0) 207 937 9861

P¨RE LAVAL ASSOCIATION UK  
Charity Registration No. 1095599 

The Mass will be concelebrated by Bishop Paul Hendricks, Honorary President of the 

Association & Fr. Terry Donnelly CSSp Chaplain of the Association. 

A social gathering in Church Hall (next to the Church)  after Mass Drinks and Mauritian snacks will 

be available. Consuming food and drinks not purchased at this social defeats the charitable spirit and 

objectives of today’s event. Please be as generous as you can by buying items on sale 

ANNUAL MASS 
 

Venue 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

LONDON SW4 7AP 

By Clapham Common Tube Station 

Date 

Sunday 9th September 2012 

Time 

3.00 pm Please be in Church by 2.45 pm 

The Executive Committee of the M.T.M.S (U.K) invites all members and devotees to the 

religious function of CANJEE POOSAI to be held on Sunday the 5th August 2012. 

Abishegham will start at 10.30 am for Ammen  and the poosai will start at 11.30 am 

followed by the distribution of canjee. The venue will be MURUGAN TEMPLE, 200 A, 

ARCHWAY ROAD, HIGHGATE, LONDON N6 5BA.  

 Donations will be most welcome, in particular we would like to receive the following 

items which are essential for the CANJEE POOSAI: Rice, Oil, Onions, Spinach, Yogurt, 

Milk, Flour, Flowers. 

 All items of donations should be brought to the Temple early on Sunday the 5th 

AUGUST 2012.And may I appeal to all devotees wishing to donate their time for cooking 

and general help please arrive early on the day. 

Please kindly contact any members of the Executive Committee for your donations.  

KEN DESSCAN 020 8340 6073 

MAURITIUS TAMIL MAHA SANGAM (U.K)  

CANJEE POOSAI

[0207 468 3066 TO PLACE AN AD

CLASSIFIED 
SEDUCTION FX SOUND SYSTEM 

The Ideal Choice For Weddings, 
Parties and Any Other Occasion. 

Please contact Vijay on 

Tel: 020-8245 9394 

 Mobile: 07956 917 761

Photography for all Occasions. 

Treasure your events through Candid / Photo-Jounalistic 

style Photographs. 

www.yourexpressions.co.uk, Phone: 07874856255

Land for sale in Quatre cocos 

 

2.92 perches or 946.25 square metres. 

Situated on the main road,Avenue Alamanda and it is 10 minutes walk 

from Belle Mare beach. 

Asking price 900,000 rupees. 

Email address;Tony44@ntlworld.com 

Phone; Uk 07850407591 

Abroad;0066 805319930. 

 

Land for sale in Fond du Sac 

For sale, land in a quiet gated secure eleven plots Morcellement at 

Vale Fond du Sac.Tel 00230 9105447
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BOOST

YOUR CAREER

NOW enrolling for 2012 

 LLB – Bachelor of Laws – (F/T) 

BSc Law with Management – (F/T) 

ILEX (Legal Executive) Professional  

Diploma in Law 

Level 3 - (P/T) 

Paralegal - (P/T) 

Certificate, Diploma & Advanced 

Diploma  

* Business Management – (F/T) 

* Travel, Tourism & Hospitality (F/T) 

* Business Information Systems (F/T) 

* Access to Nursing in Health & Social Care  

            (NVQ Levels 2,3 & 4) – (F/T) 

For further details please contact:  
London School of Law,  

5 Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 7XW 

LONDON SCHOOL OF LAW 

Miss England 2012 Charlotte Holmes is 

of Mauritian origins from her 

grandmother’s side. It has been the talk 

of the “community” since her coronation. 

From this great day to now, she has been 

on the cover of hundreds of magazines 

and she was invited to Mauritius to 

participate in the Carnival of Flic-en-Flac 

in July. After this Mauritian trip, 

Charlotte Holmes competed at Miss 

World finals in Mongolia in August. It 

was the Chinese Wenxia YU who was 

crowned.  It has indeed been a very busy 

month for Miss England but she managed 

to attend the Mauritian Open Air Festival 

on August 26, where she met with the 

community. Mauritius News had a “Four 

questions” with her. 

Mauritius News (MN): It has been a very 

busy month for you. How are you doing?   

Charlotte Holmes (CH): I am very happy 

to be there to meet the Mauritian 

community. I have been in from 

Mongolia where I took part in the Miss 

World 2012 competition. It was an 

amazing experience and I really enjoyed 

it.  

Mauritius News (MN):  How was your 

trip to Mauritius? 

Charlotte Holmes (CH): It was my first 

time in Mauritius. I had a great time 

there and the island is so beautiful and 

the Mauritian people are as beautiful as 

their island. The people are charming and 

I feel like home.  

Mauritius News (MN): Did you expect to 

see so many Mauritians at this festival? 

Charlotte Holmes (CH):  I did not expect 

to see so many Mauritians. It is amazing 

because I did not know that the 

community was so big in the United 

Kingdom. The festival is great, the music, 

the food, the people… everything is 

perfect. I am having a very nice time. I 

love Mauritius. 

Mauritius News (MN):  You are actually 

helping many Mauritian charities in the 

UK and in Mauritius… 

Charlotte Holmes (CH): It is true and I 

am actually supporting the Anglo-

Mauritian Disability Link in Mauritius 

and in the UK. Supporting charities is 

very important and everyone should get 

involved and give a hand to those 

charities which are doing a great job.

Miss England 2012  

Charlotte Holmes: “Mauritian people are as 

beautiful as the island” 

Mauritian Open Air Festival  

The Mauritian Open Air Festival was held on August,26, at Down Park 

Lane, Totenham. Below are some snaps of this successful event. Big B, 

Didier Clarel and Nistish Joganah were among the Mauritian artists 

that made the journey from Mauritius to London to perform at the 

annual festival. The Mauritius Paralympics Team, Miss England, 

famous bristish actor attended the event. 

Nitish Joganah Mauritius Paralympics Team with Cader Hossenally

Didier Clarel
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The Care Quality Commission is the regulating 

body which sets the standards of good practice 

in the nursing and care business. Its 

Enforcement Unit does unannounced visits to 

check that basic standards of care are met by 

care homes. They would see that residents’ 

dignity, privacy and independence are being 

respected. They also look into the management 

structure of the providing businesses: 

competence of staff, health and safety 

procedures, care planning etc. 

In their practice, the inspectors are very often 

perceived as using bullying tactics to meet 

standards. There has been numerous complaints 

of unnecessary visits by homes managers. They 

feel that unjust warnings for improvement have 

been issued. The inspectors are also empowered 

to: restrict services, stop admissions, issue 

penalties, suspend or cancel service and make 

prosecution. 

At MN, we know of hundreds of our folks who 

are in the care business and who do a fantastic 

job looking after the elderly and disabled. We 

open our columns to any shout against unjust 

treatment by the CQC. 

 

 

As your BMI increases so does your risks of developing diseases 

such as Diabetes, High blood pressure, Coronary Heart Disease, 

Cancer, Infertility, Osteoarthritis and so on. In obese adults over 

40 years of age, obesity can shorten your life expectancy by 6-7 

years.   

So what to do to lose weight? 

Eat Breakfast – research shows that people who skip breakfast 

are more likely to snack in the day which can cause weight gain. 

Eat 3 meals daily around the same time. If you skip meals or 

leave big gaps between meals you will tend to snack more or 

overeat at the next mealtime. 

Eat a healthy balance of foods from the five food groups. The 

five food groups are: Starchy Foods or Carbohydrates such as 

bread, cereals, rice, potatoes, pasta, noodles, spaghetti etc. 

They provide energy, soluble and insoluble fibre, vitamins and 

minerals e.g. Calcium and Iron. fruit and vegetables are high in 

fibre, vitamins and minerals. Vegetables are also low in calories. 

Meat, fish, chicken, eggs, soya, beans and pulses give you 

protein, Iron, B vitamins, zinc and beans/pulses also contain 

soluble fibre. Eat oily fish e.g. sardines, pilchards, salmon at least 

once a week. It contains omega 3 fatty acids which reduce your 

cholesterol. Take the skin off chicken, remove visible fat off meat 

and try not to fry foods. Make sure you do not overeat from this 

section because your body will turn the excess of protein into fat 

and store it. Milk and dairy products such as yoghurt and cheese. 

They give you calcium, protein, vitamin A, D and B12. Use the 

low fat varieties for example skimmed or semi skimmed milk 

and low fat yoghurt and cheese. Fats and Sugars such as crisps, 

cakes, biscuits, ice creams etc fatty and sugary foods just taste 

nice but do not give you any health values  except for lots of 

calories. 

Therefore you need to limit this food group and only allow 

yourself to have one small treat a day. Have 2 snacks a day 

between your meals e.g. fresh fruit, raw vegetables, 1 handful of 

dried fruit or nuts, 1 low fat yoghurt, 1 small handful of plain 

popcorn etc. Limit your alcohol intake as it is high in 

calories.The maximum allowance for men is 3 units a day and 2 

units for women. 1 unit = ½ pint of beer or 1 single pub measure 

of spirit or 1 small glass of wine. Reduce your portion size of 

your meals gradually. This is an example of the correct portions 

of foods on a dinner plate to help you lose weight.  

Exercise. It is recommended to do 45-60 minutes of moderate 

intensity physical activity e.g. brisk walking daily to prevent 

obesity. You can do this in split sessions of 10-15 minutes 

throughout the day 

Kashena Mohadawoo 

Registered Dietician and Nutritionis

Obesity:  

growing concern to health

Care Homes pressed by CQC 

by VIJAY RAM

In the UK an estimated 60.8 % of adults and 31.1% of children are 

overweight and obesity affects the lives of 22% of men and 24% of 

women. Obesity is a medical condition which develops gradually 

from an unhealthy diet and lifestyle. A person gains weight if he or 

she has eaten more calories from foods and drinks than they use in a 

day. An obese person has excess body fat for his/her height and 

healthcare professionals use the body mass index (BMI) to measure 

this. Clinicians measure your BMI by dividing your weight in 

kilograms by the square of your height in metres.  

BMI = Weight (kg)  

Height x Height (m) 

BMI of 18.5-25kg/m2 means you are a healthy weight for your 

height. 

BMI from 25-30 kg/m2 means you are overweight 

BMI from 30-40 kg/m2 means you are obese  

BMI greater than 40 kg/m2 means you are severely obese.

Having difficulties looking for a venue for your wedding, then 

worry no more! The Crown-Plaza has got just the right offer for 

you. Situated in the heart of Croydon, this marquee can take up 

to 350 sitting guests and plenty of parking space for cars. It also 

offers a decorative environment of luxury, charm and elegance to 

the occasion. 

There is a facility for a private outdoor cover for food and 

beverages. The host has the choice of making their own orders or 

could access food provided by the annexed ‘The Hut’ Restaurant 

and Bar. 

Mr Jeetun Sanyasi, the Manager of the Marquee told MN that 

they also take bookings for birthdays, anniversaries and other 

celebrations.  

“Having worked for the ‘Mauritus Bar and Restaurant’ for years, 

I have developed this concept as I could see the need for such a 

facility. So many Mauritians come here for their celebrations or 

just to have a drink and watch a match on the screen. Others 

would come to eat out in family. We offer a varied menu of 

Asian and local food.” 

The Mandup of Croydon! 
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(William Sandeforth Streatfield served in the 

British army in Mauritius as early as 1817, nearly 

195 years ago. But he is remembered in England 

and in Mauritius, not so much for his career as a 

soldier but as an artist for his unique and rich 

watercolours). 

  William Sandeforth Streatfield (or Streatfeild) 

was born on the 6th October 1781 (christening at 

St Ann Blackfriars, London and the date is 

according to document). His father was Robert 

Sandeforth Streatfield of Long Ditton, Surrey  and 

mother Frances Hussey from Ashford, Kent. Of 

the fourteen children six died at very early age. His 

older brother Thomas born 1777 became a 

reverend and was well known for his research on 

Kent’s history and was the author of a large 

number of drawings and paintings of monuments, 

architecture and portraits of Kent’s worthy’s. 

  William joined the army and in 1815 he is listed 

as Deputy-assistant Commissaries General. He 

seemed to have served in the Commissary dept. 

throughout his career until 1848. He was posted in 

Mauritius in the second and third decade of the 

19th century. His name appears in the Army lists of 

1817 and 1820 as serving in Mauritius in the 

Storekeeper General department. He shared his 

older brother’s love of painting as he painted the 

local landscape – about 55 miniature watercolors 

that provides unique pictorial glimpses of early 

19th century Mauritius. 

W.S. Streatfield’s principal legacy to Mauritius 

W.S. Streatfield’s principal legacy to Mauritius is 

the series of 55 watercolour drawings depicting a 

variety of our local scenery showing the harbour 

and buildings of Port Louis, the capital, private 

residences, various species of trees, the multiple 

facets and forms of the landscape that dominated 

the island at that time. These works of art are also 

characterized by their historical content: ‘maisons 

coloniales’ (residence of Major Webster, Captain 

Dick, Charles Telfair), bridges (Grande Rivière, 

Réduit) to name but a few, which offer a 

fascinating insight into our cultural heritage. 

  Most of our notorious places such as Port-Louis, 

Tamarin, Black River, Souillac, Bel Ombre, Riche 

Terre, Réduit, Mahebourg appear in Streatfield’s 

watercolours. The inclusion of natural elements 

helps reveal the vividness of the sites and to 

capture the atmosphere at that specific epoch – the 

“Port of Souillac” with its ships is one of the best 

examples. Of small format (170x95mm), the 

drawings were executed between 1820-1830 and 

constitute the only important collection of 

landscape watercolour of the 19th century in 

Mauritius, surpassing in number the combined 

works of famous artists as T. Bradshaw, A. Richard 

and P. Thuillier. 

An expert’s appreciation of Streatfield’s art 

T.P. Naiken, former conservator of the National 

Art Gallery, has made this critical appreciation of 

Streatfield’s watercolours on the occasion of an 

exhibition held in the first quarter of 2002: 

“Streatfield's topographical watercolour 

“landscapes” evoke the feeling of light emerging 

from deep within, as if a luminescence penetrating 

the leaves, the trunks and the branches to reveal 

the varie¬ty of lush natural plants. Indeed, his 

watercolour techniques are handled with precision 

with an eye for botanical accuracy. The 

watercolour pigments/washes have been worked 

and controlled with various delicate layers 

(superposed and juxtaposed), while the fine dry 

brush strokes render an additional perception¬ of 

detail and depth.  

  Streatfield’s watercolours demonstrate a play of 

tonal values by using the vibrant contrast of 

natural elements in order to reveal the vividness of 

the sites and to capture the atmosphere at that 

specific epoch – the “Port Souillac” with its ships 

is one of the best examples. Furthermore, it is the 

panoply of viewpoints and the wide spectrum of 

land and seascapes which are offered to us with a 

special artistic touch, compelling the viewer to 

venture further into the delightful Mauritian 

scenes.” 

   Timely purchase of artworks of a flourishing era 

On 18th December 1967, the Mauritius Institute 

purchased the collection of 55 postcards from 

England. Three of the watercolours were 

reproduced as ‘postcards’ and put on public sale 

that year. Being under the personal custody of the 

Director and confined to the premises of the 

Institute, the watercolours have been well 

preserved and remain a valuable historical and 

aesthetic asset for Mauritius. The collection is 

presently kept at the National History Museum in 

Mahebourg. 

   W.S. Streatfield spent his last years at Combe-

Banks, Uckfield, East Sussex perhaps living with 

the youngest brother Reverend John Streatfeild 

and sister Jane Streatfeild. He must have resumed 

his hobby as a ‘Coome Banks Uckfield 

watercolour, W.S. Streatfeild 1846’ was offered for 

sale on eBay in 2008. He died there on the 19th 

Sept.1850 age 69, apparently unmarried and 

childless.   

   Former conservator T.P. Naiken has situated the 

artistic productions of Streatfield in their historical 

context. “His watercolour paintings are works of 

vital historical importance and were executed at a 

flourishing period in the history of English 

watercolour painting. The profile of the genre was 

greatly enhanced by the introduction of this 

discipline at various important salons in Europe, 

the British Academy and later the Exposition 

Universelle in Paris in 1855. It was also a period 

when artists were looking to travelling abroad 

(Italy, North Africa for example) for new 

experiences and exotic art.”                                                                                                                                

(Dodo was assisted by Radhakrishna 
Ramasawmy, member of ‘La Société de 

l’Histoire de l’Ile Maurice’ for the collection of 
material for this article. 

                                                           

Sources: 

• A list of the Officers of the Army and 

Corps of Royal Marines 1833 

• The Army List for January 1848 

• ‘Mauritian Landscapes (1820-1830) 

of W.S. Streatfield’ in ‘Château de Mon Plaisir 

Art Gallery Project’, 2004 

• Archaeologia cantiana by Kent 

Archaeological Society 1860 

• Memoir of Rev. W. Streatfeild M.A. 

by his daughters 

• Catalogue Mauritius Museums 

Council – Exhibition January-March 2002, 

‘Watercolours – Streatfield. Mauritius – 1820 

– 1830 ‘ 

• Dictionary of Mauritian Biography, 

June 2010, No 60  

 

Mauritian reminiscences 

William Sandeforth Streatfield’s  

watercolours of Mauritius

Streatfield s watercolour showing Port Souillac.

watercolours of Streatfield showing Pont de Vaux: 

Starting this month:  

‘Le plus beau jardin de l’ile Maurice’ contest 
 

‘Le plus beau jardin de l’île Maurice 

2012’ is a competition in different 

categories to find the best examples of 

garden design in Mauritius. Everybody is 

invited to groom their gardens. 

Participants will submit entries for the 

contest this month and an award 

ceremony will be held in November next.  

  The competition is reminiscent of the 

famous ‘Concours Fleurir Maurice’ 

which was held for several decades on the 

island. The objectives of ‘Le plus beau 

jardin de l’ile Maurice’ are manifold and 

ambitious indeed.     They intend to 

develop environment awareness,  create a 

garden consciousness, create awareness of 

public green spaces,  develop an ‘eye’ for 

beauty in nature, help people improve 

their gardens and therefore their quality 

of life, improve the Mauritian landscape, 

and show the contribution of garden 

design to property value.  

  The competition will be organized in 

several categories as indicated hereunder:  

1)Private garden ‘Le plus beau jardin’  

.Small Garden –less than 100 m²  

• Garden – 100 to 500 m²  

• Garden – more than 500 m²  

• Eco-Garden 

  

2) Public space  

• Public area (park, square, etc.)  

• Office Landscaping  

• Resort Landscaping 

  

Criteria for the selection of winners  

The following criteria will apply for the 

selection of winners:  

• Planting and layout.  

• Special features and originality.  

• Cleanliness of the whole property.  

• Ecological interest.  

The Organizing Committee of the 

competition 

‘Le plus beau jardin de l’île Maurice’ is a 

network of people and organisations who 

aim to improve the Mauritian 

environment.  These include: the Rotary 

Club, La Case (magazine), La Sentinelle, 

the Blue Penny Museum, nurseries and 

landscapers.  

‘Le plus beau jardin de l’île Maurice’ is a 

non-profit-making organization. The 

contest itself is sponsored by The 

Mauritius Commercial Bank.

Cultural diary 

Shaan Live in Mauritius on September 8 

On September 8, Shaan, one of the best Bollywood playback 

singers, will be making his fourth visit to the island for a concert. 

The concert will be organized y Immedia top mark its 25th 

anniversary celebrations.  

The show ill begin at 7 p.m. at the Swami Vivekananda 

International Conference Centre in Pailles. Numerous Rajesh 

Khanna hits will also be sung by Shaan. 

‘La Mélodie du Bonheur’ on Mauritian stage in October 

The musical piece ‘La Mélodie du Bonheur’ by Richard Rodgers 

with the lyrics of Oscar Hammerstein, will be on the Mauritian 

stage. The initiative is being taken by Father Gerard Sullivan and 

his troupe in collaboration with Opera Mauritius. The musical 

will be on stage at J&J Auditorium as from 12 October. 

The lyrics of the musical will be translated into French but the 

songs are in English. To enable viewers to understand, the lyrics 

will be projected on screens. Katrin Caine, a German singer will 

play the main character Maria, whereas Thierry Bechard will be 

Captain Von Trapp. 

Intercultural values in schools at all levels 

In line with the United Nations Decade of Education for 

Sustainable Development, intercultural values will be introduced 

in schools right from lower classes. The objective is to integrate 

principles and values of sustainable development at all levels of 

education and training and have a society which is more just, 

sustainable and economically viable. 
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Try our word search 

puzzle and have fun 

finding a range of  

words. Search 

horizontally, vertically 

and diagonally for all 20 

words, put your skills to 

the test and see how 

many you can find!

Chicken Kalya 

KITCHEN CORNER 

Le Moringa est un arbre à croissance 

rapide, qui nécessite peu d’entretien 

et résiste à la sécheresse. Selon la 

tradition Ayur-védique, ses feuilles 

(Saijan) peuvent guérir 300 maladies 

et possèdent des valeurs nutritives et 

thérapeutiques exceptionnelles. 

Des recherches effectuées, durant ces 

dernières décennies, ont remis 

d’actualité les multiples vertus de 

cette plante, originaire du nord de 

l’Inde. Ces  recherches ont démontré 

que les feuilles du Moringa 

possèdent, (par gramme), 3 fois plus 

de potassium que la banane, 4 fois 

plus de vitamine A que la carotte, 4 

fois plus de calcium que le lait  et 7 

fois plus de vitamine C que les 

oranges. 

C’est un  complément nutritionnel 

très indique pour les enfants, en bas 

âge, souffrant de malnutrition. Est un 

aliment idéal pour les sportifs et ceux 

qui doivent fournir un effort physique 

assez conséquent. 

Usages thérapeutiques 

Plusieurs parties de la plante, feuilles, 

fleurs, écorces, racines, gousses et 

graines agissent comme stimulant 

cardiaque et favorisent une bonne 

circulation sanguine. Elles ont des 

propriétés anti-inflammatoires, 

antidiabétique, antibactériens, 

antiulcéreux, possèdent 46 

antioxydants et beaucoup d’autres 

utilités dans le domaine médical. 

D’autres utilités  

Le Moringa offre de nombreux 

potentiels de développement, a savoir 

l’usage de l’huile extraite de ses 

graines comme : huile alimentaire  

d’une qualité comparable a l’huile 

d’olive, comme lubrifiant pour les 

machineries fines dans l’industrie, 

pour la purification de l’eau et 

comme huile cosmétique . 

A l’ile Maurice on connait le 

Moringa, depuis l’arrivée des 

immigrants indiens dans les années 

1800, les feuilles comme bredes 

Mourom et les fruits (gousses) , 

comme bâtons Mourom . On les 

consomme en curry ou en bouillon. 

On  a pendant longtemps considéré le 

Moringa comme  le repas du pauvre. 

Le Moringa , de par ces qualités 

exceptionnelles , serait une arme pour 

combattre la malnutrition chez des 

millions d’enfants dans le monde , 

surtout en Afrique .

A LA DECOUVERTE DU MORINGA 

 l’arbre immortel

by ROBERT FABRE

Ingredients 

 
1 kg chicken (cut into 

pieces), 

1 cup yoghurt, 

2 sticks cinnamon, 

3cm long, each 

3 cardamons (split), 

4 cloves, 

2 tablespoons cumin 

powder, 

2 green chillies (slit), 

A pinch of yellow 

colouring powder, 

1 teaspoon 

ginger/garlic mixture, 

5 tablespoons 

chopped coriander 

leaves, 

4 tablespoons 

chopped mint leaves, 

Salt, pepper, 

2 big onions (sliced 

fine) 

Half a cup of a mixture 

of melted ghee and oil, 

Some saffron strands

 

: 

 

Put chicken pieces in a 

pot. Add all the other 

ingredients except 

onions, ghee/oil and 

saffron strands. 

Mix all well together and 

allow to marinate for at 

least an hour. 

Meanwhile fry onions in 

the ghee/oil mixture until 

brown and crisp. Remove 

and keep aside. 

Pour the remaining hot 

ghee/oil mixture (or less 

if chicken is fatty) in the 

pot. 

Soak saffron strands in 

1/4 glass hot water and 

pour mixture also in the 

pot. Mix well, cover and 

cook over a low heat till chicken is done 

Add fried onion, mix and allow to simmer for 1 or 2 minutes. 

Serve with rice and "carrot and cucumber" salad and "tomato chutney". 

Variation: 

1. Potatoes, cut into pieces, tinted with yellow powder, seasoned with salt &pepper and then 

browned in the ghee/oil mixture together with some fresh peas. 

2. Hard-boiled eggs, tinted yellowish and fried in some oil can be added to "Kalya a few 

minutes before the cooking time is over. 

3. Replace chicken by fried fish.

Recipe Source: http://www.mauritius.org.uk/

If you accidentally oversalt sauces, add a small 

amount of vinegar and let cook for 5 minutes. If it's 

still too salty try adding a little more vinegar. As an 

alternative try adding a teaspoon of sugar or a cut 

up potato. 

Use an egg slicer to slice mushrooms. To make 

peeling tomatoes a snap, dip them in boiling water 

for 30 seconds then plunge them in cold water. The 

skin should peel right off. 

Cook pasta in lots of water to avoid having it come 

out sticky. 

Don't put salt in the water until it comes to a boil. 

Salted water has a higher boiling point, so it'll take 

longer to boil.

Cooking Tips and 

tricks 

Oversalted pasta
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The game of political alliances or coalitions has become a joke for our politicians. Most 

of the time [if not ‘every time’], the sole aim is to be in power or procure it at the 

expense of the national interest. Having said that, looking at the way things have been 

happening during the past few weeks, all the manipulative strategies were in force by the 

MMM/MSM to destabilise the present government. Under this destabilisation campaign, 

lots of questions were being raised on the Prime Minister. Suddenly, the Leader of the 

MMM announced that communication had been established between Alan Ganoo and the 

PM for new negotiations on electoral reform, an issue on which Bérenger himself kept 

saying, week after week through his press conferences that he does not trust Dr. Navin 

Ramgoolam. Surprisingly enough, not trusting the latter, he had still sent one of his top 

emissaries to negotiate further with the PM while keeping the MSM unaware of those 

secret meetings. The different statements [contradictory at times] of Bérenger resulted in 

a series of speculations about a possible alliance between the MMM and the PTR. 

 

Zooming on the burning issues of coalitions and early general elections, the Prime 

Minister cooled things down by discarding all such probabilities, and vividly criticized 

the press for materialising such assumptions on the news. He also stressed that the 

elections are not imminent and he is very determined to come forward with a bill over 

the issue of electoral reform, in the coming weeks.  

 

Following Ramgoolam’s declarations, Bérenger accused him for not being serious on the 

issue of electoral reforms. In the light of the above, by pondering on the reactions of the 

Leader of the MMM, many questions arise about his change of direction - his real 

intention of an alliance either in the national interest or that of his personal ambition for 

accessing the highest corporate function? 

 

jkgoolab@lepoliticien.info 

http://www.lepoliticien.info

THE COALITION GIMMICK

 

Suite à une augmentation du nombre de crimes sur le sol mauricien, je me pose la question si les 

autorités ne doivent pas penser sérieusement, à réintroduire la peine capitale dans certains cas 

précis tout comme l’avortement a été légalisé dans des cas spécifiques. 

La peine capitale, est un jeu politique entre les mains de nos dirigeants  qui ne réalisent pas la 

hausse dans le nombre de crimes crapuleux, sans que les coupables ne soient punis aussi 

sévèrement que par la pendaison. Dans les années 90, alors que Sir Aneerood Jugnauth était à la 

tête du gouvernement, il avait aboli la peine capitale alors qu’il a toujours été pour. Il avait 

suspendu certaines clauses dans notre Constitution rien que pour satisfaire son nouvel allié de 

l’époque, en l’occurrence le PMSD, fervent militant de l’abolition de la peine capitale et qui 

s’oppose toujours à sa réintroduction. Pourtant,  il semble qu’un consensus se dégage au sein de la 

population pour que le gouvernement réintroduise la peine capitale. 

L’actuel premier ministre, qui avait déjà annoncé lui aussi, dans une déclaration à la presse, qu’il 

n’hésiterait pas à réintroduire la peine capitale dans des cas bien précis, notamment lorsque  toutes 

les preuves seront recueillies contre des présumés assassins. 

Certes, je ne peux me permettre de juger ou de me mettre à la place des enquêteurs qui ont la lourde 

tâche d’élucider les récents crimes rapportés à la police et de prouver que ceux arrêtés  dans le 

cadre de ces enquêtes sont les vrais coupables mais sans citer des  affaires récentes où les coupables 

avaient avoué avoir commis ces crimes et de surcroît, avaient expliqué dans les moindres détails, 

comment ils avaient planifié leurs crimes, ne doivent-ils pas servir d’exemples, avec la peine 

capitale, aux futurs assassins qui préparent leurs coups, bien à l’avance?  
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